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A gate to Birmingham Community Charter High School is locked with a sign stating that school is closed, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015, in Van Nuys, Calif. All schools in the
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vast Los Angeles Unified School District, the nation’s second largest, were ordered closed due to an electronic threat Tuesday.

CHRIS WEBER
TAMI ABDOLLAH

* Excellent Rates

*NEW Cars

* Fast & Friendly Service
* FREE Delivery

Call us @ 568-0383

and ask for our
Today’s Speciall!

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
nation’s two biggest school
systems — New York City
and Los Angeles — re-
ceived threats of a large-
scale aftack Tuesday, and
L.A. reacted by shutting
down the entire district.
New York dismissed the
warning as an amateur-
ish hoax and held class as
usual.

In LA, the threat came in
the form of an email to a
school board member that
raised fears of another at-
tack like the recent deadly
shooting in nearby San Ber-
nardino.

Authorities in New York re-
ported receiving the same
“generic” email that was
sent to other cities around
the country. They decided

there was no danger to
schoolchildren, with Mayor
Bill de Blasio concluding the
threat contained “nothing
credible.”

“It was so outlandish,” he
said.

New York Police Com-
missioner William Bratton
agreed, quipping that it
looked like the sender of
the threat had watched a
lot of the Showtime terror-
ism drama “Homeland.”
The shutdown abruptly
closed more than 200 pub-
lic schools and 187 char-
fer schools attended by
640,000 students across Los
Angeles.

Los Angeles officials de-
fended the move.

“It is very easy in hindsight
to crificize a decision based
onresults the decider could

never have known,” LA Po-
lice Chief Charlie Beck said
at a news conference.

The threatening email sent
to the New York City school
superintendent warned
that every school would
be aftacked with pres-
sure cooker bombs, nerve
agentfs and machine guns.
The email claimed the
writer and “138 comrades”
would carry out the attack.
Students “at every school
in the New York City school
district will be massacred,
mercilessly.

And there is nothing you
can do to stop if,” the mes-
sage said.

The anonymous  writer
claimed to be a student at
a district high school who
had been bullied.

A law enforcement official

(AP Photo/Danny Moloshok)

with access to the docu-
ment provided the email to
The Associated Press.

The official was not autho-
rized to disclose details of
an ongoing investigation
and spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The person who wrote the
note also claimed fo be
a jihadist but made errors
that suggested the writer
really a prankster, including
spelling the word “Allah”
with a lowercase “a.”

The threats came in simul-
taneously to New York and
LA school officials at about
1:20 a.m.

EST (20000 GMT) Tuesday,
or about 10:20 p.m. (1520
GMT) Monday in Los Ange-
les.

Continued on page 3
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Kerry calls for common ground with Russia on Syria, Ukraine

MATTHEW LEE

AP Diplomatic Writer
MOSCOW (AP) — The Unit-
ed States and Russia need
to find common ground to
end Syria’s civil war and
restore stability in eastern
Ukraine, U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry said Tues-
day, as he met with Russian
President Vladimir Putin fo
fry to narrow gaps in the
counftries’ approaches to
the crises.

“Together the United States
and Russia have the ability
to make a significant differ-
ence here,” Kerry told Putin
as they began meeting at
the Kremlin. Perhaps seek-
ing fo ease some tension in
what were expected to be
tough talks, Kerry praised
Russia’s role in seeking to
create a political transition
process for Syria with other
nations, including the U.S.
“It's been a good cooper-
ative effort, and we're very
appreciative for what has
been achieved o far,” Ker-
ry said. Pufin offered only
perfunctory comments at
the start of the meeting,
but noted that “together,
we are looking for ways
out of the most urgent cri-
ses,” despite several "“out-
standing issues.” Earlier, in
talks with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov, Ker-
ry said the world benefits
when great powers agree
in their approaches to ma-
jor crises. “Even when there
have been differences be-
tween us, we have been
able to work effectively on
specific issues,” Kerry said.
“Today, | hope we can find
some common ground.”
Russia and the U.S. are at
odds over the mechan-
ics of a political transition

R |

Russian President Viadimir Putin, right, shakes hands with U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
during their meeting in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015. The United States
and Russia need to find common ground to end Syria’s civil war and restore stability in eastern
Ukraine, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said Tuesday, as he met with Russian President
Vladimir Putin to try to narrow gaps in the countries’ approaches to the crises.

(Sergei Karpukhin/Pool Photo via AP)

aimed at halting the warin
Syria, as well as the military
approach to fighting the
Islamic State group. The
results of Tuesday’s meet-
ings will determine whether
or not a new international
diplomatic conference
on Syria will go ahead as
planned Friday at the Unit-
ed Nations.

On Ukraine, the two coun-
tries are split over the im-
plementation of a Febru-
ary agreement meant fo
end hostilities between the
Kiev government and Rus-
sian-backed separatists in
eastern Ukraine.

Lavrov noted “outstanding
issues” with the U.S. on the
Syrian  political transition
that is supposed to bring
representatives of Syrian

President Bashar Assad’s
government together with
the opposition for negotia-
tions by early January. And
on Ukraine, Lavrov said
the U.S. should use its influ-
ence with the government
in Kiev to settle the conflict
with the separatists by re-
specting a shaky cease-fire
and moving ahead with
political reforms in eastern
Ukraine.

Kerry praised Moscow for
having been “a significant
contributor to the progress
that we have been able to
make"” on Syria and said
the U.S. and Russia both
believe the Islamic State
group must be eliminated.
“Russia and the United
States agree that this is @
threat to everybody, to ev-

ery country,” he said. “They
are the worst of terrorists.
They attack culture and
history and all decency. It
leaves no choice but for
civilized nations fo stand
tfogether, to fight and de-
stroy them.”

However, ahead of his ar-
rival, Russia’s foreign min-
istry said Moscow would
be looking for a “revision”
in U.S. policy of “dividing
terrorists into ‘bad’ and
‘good’ ones.” It also com-
plained that the U.S. was
unwilling to engage in “full-
fledged coordination” be-
tween the two powers’ mil-
itaries while both are con-
ducting airstrikes in Syria.
Russia says its airstrikes
since late September have
targeted the Islamic State

group, but Western gov-
ernments claim Moscow is
bombing mostly moderate
Syrian rebels and is primar-
ily concerned with shoring
up Assad.

Assad’s future and his po-
fential role in the political
fransition will be prime top-
ics of Kerry's conversations
with Putin and Lavrov.
Russia has consistently said
Assad’s future is for the
Syrian people to decide,
while the U.S. and many
of its allies insist that he go,
although they have soft-
ened their stance some-
what fo allow Assad tfo
play a temporary but as-
yet undefined role in the
fransition. Syrian opposition
groups, however, demand
that Assad leave at the
start of the process. After
his lengthy meeting with
Lavrov, Kerry took time out
for a brief stroll through
Moscow’s Stary Arbat pe-
destrian shopping street,
stopping at stores includ-
ing a Dunkin’ Donuts under
a light snow and exchang-
ing greetings with Russians.
Kerry's trip to Moscow is his
second fo Russia this year.
Since the first, President
Barack Obama has seen
Putin briefly twice at sum-
mits in Turkey and France.
Regarding Ukraine, Kerry is
asking for Russia’s full im-
plementation of a Febru-
ary cease-fire in exchange
for sanctions relief. That
fruce called for the re-
moval of heavy weaponry
from front lines, a Russian
froop withdrawal, the re-
lease of detainees and full
access for international
monitors. But the cease-fire
has become increasingly
strained..
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Massachusetts:

Teen convicted in rape, killing of high school teacher

SALEM, Massachusetts (AP)
— A teenager was convict-
ed Tuesday of raping and
killing his math teacher at
a high school in the state
of Massachusetts when he
was 14. Philip Chism, now
16, followed his 9th grade
algebra teacher, Col-
leen Ritzer, info a school
bathroom, strangled her,
stabbed her at least 16
times and raped her.
Chism was convicted of
a raping Ritzer inside the
bathroom but was ac-
quitted of a second rape,
committed with a ftree
branch in woods near the
schoolwhere Chism put her
body. He was convicted of
armed robbery for stealing
Ritzer's credit cards and
her underwear.

Chism  stared  straight
ahead and did not have
any visible reaction as the
verdicts were being read in
Salem Superior Court.
During his trial, his law-
yer admitted Chism killed
Ritzer, but said he was suf-
fering from severe mental
ilness and was not crimi-
nally responsible for his ac-
tions. A psychiatrist who
testified for the defense
said Chism was hearing
voices and in the throes of
a psychotic episode when
he killed Ritzer.

Ritzer, 24, was a popular
teacher at Danvers High
School, about 25 miles (40
kilometers) north of Bos-
ton, doing her dream job,
teaching math, Assistant
District Attforney Kate Mac-

Schools
Continued from Front

According to LA school
police, the FBI and LAPD
were contacted late Mon-
day, which would mean
within 90 minute or so of
the threat coming in.

The decision to close Los
Angeles schools was an-
nounced at 6:25 a.m. PST,
well after NYC had already
concluded a hoax and
kept schools open.

Los Angeles Superinten-
dent Ramon Cortines said
every campus would be
searched, and he asked
for a report on the search-
es certifying that all build-
ings are safe.

Brafton called the closure
in Los Angeles a “signifi-
cant overreaction.”

“We cannot allow our-
selves to raise levels of
fear,”

said Bratton, who

Chen HI < Mo b

once ran the LA Police De-
partment.

Hours later, the ranking
Democrat on the House In-
teligence Committee also
said the threat was be-
lieved to be a hoax.

White House spokesman
Josh Earnest said he would
not second-guess the de-
cisions made in Los Ange-
les or New York. He said the
FBI has been in fouch with
California authorities.

The decision to close the
district disrupted the morn-
ing routines of many Los
Angeles families.

Lupita Vela, who has a
daughterin the third grade
and a son who is a high
school senior, called the
threat  “absolutely terri-
fying” in light of the San
Bernardino attack, which
kiled 14 people earlier this
month.

“I know the kids are anx-
jous,” she said.

| W wl prick o up with our first

Dougall told jurors in her
opening statement.

On Oct. 22, 2013, Ritzer
asked Chism to stay after
school. Another student
who also stayed late that
day testified that Ritzer
fried fo engage Chism — a
sfudent who had recently
moved to Massachusetts
— in light talk about how
his new community com-
pared with his old fown
of Clarksville, Tennessee.
The student said Chism
became visibly upset and
Ritzer eventually changed
the subject.

Chism faces life in prison
on the first-degree murder
charge. As a juvenile, he
cannoft receive a life sen-
tence without parole fol-
lowing decisions by the U.S.

Philip Chism appears in Salem Superior Court, Monday, Dec.
14,2015, during closing arguments. The Massachusetts teenager
who raped and killed his high school math teacher “knew right
from wrong and could choose right from wrong,” a prosecutor
said Monday during closing arguments in the teen’s murder trial.

(Mark Lorenz/The Boston Herald via AP, Pool)

Supreme Court and the
Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts.

Judge David Lowy set a
status hearing for Dec. 22
to discuss sentencing.]

TELESCOPE CASUAL
_Recién Llegado!

]
T

DESIGN LIVES HERE!

FURNITURE - MUEBLES

E

Ei©

wrw.eglarnba.com +297 583 33713 Open Monday -Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM
Across the street from Ling & Sons- Schotlandstraat 45



WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBERI“ISI NEWS

- Attractive Rates

* Free Road Map

info@europcar-aruba.com

* Fast & Friendly Service

Clinton: US needs ‘360-degree’ anti-terror sirategy

KEN THOMAS

Associated Press
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Dem-
ocratic presidential front-
runner Hillary Clinton plans
to address Tuesday the
need for a "360-degree
strategy” to keep the U.S.
safe and prevent domestic
terror attacks.

In a speech at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Clinton
will address proactive steps
for capping Islamic State
recruitment in the U.S., es-
pecially online, and for
stopping potential jihadists
from training overseas, her
campaign said Tuesday,
previewing her remarks.
The Democratic hopeful
was addressing her coun-
terterrorism strategy hours
before Republicans were
holding their latest debate
in Las Vegas. As President
Barack Obama’s former
secretary of state, Clinton
holds direct ties to the White
House's national security
policies and has largely

endorsed the president’s
approach to dismantling
the Islamic State group.
Like Obama, Clinfon has
said she would not send
American ground froops
to the Middle East, saying it
would provide a recruiting
tool for IS.But Republicans
view Obama'’s handling of
foreign policy and terrorism
as a weakness and have
fried to link Clinfon fo the
president’s record, arguing
that his policies in the Mid-
dle East allowed terrorist
groups to flourish since the
drawdown of troops in Irag.
The former first lady is the
overwhelming favorite for
the 2016 Democratic nomi-
nation. She faces two rivals
in the primary contest that
begins in February.

Clinton will also talk about
ways to stop foreign fight-
ers from coming to the U.S.,
discover and disrupt plots
before they can be carried
out, work more closely with
low enforcement agen-

Aruba

L.

\ /i

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton speaks during the 2015 National Immigration
Integration Conference in New York.

cies and empower Muslim-
American communities,
her campaign said.

Clinton's campaign billed
the speech as a “360-de-
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gree strategy to keep
America safe.” She sought
to reassure Americans that
she would keep the home-
land safe in the aftermath
of high-profile attacks in
Paris and San Bernardino,
California, incidents that
have thrust tferrorism to
the forefront of the presi-

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
dential campaign. Clinton
planned fo say the nation
needs a comprehensive
strategy to address every
step in the process that
could lead to an attack
like the one that occurred
in San Bernardino, includ-
ing recruitment, fraining,
planning and execution.[d

US envoy: Raid in May led to
plans to attack IS oil targets

ROBERT BURNS

AP National Security Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — A U.S.
military raid that killed an
Islamic State leader in
Syria last spring yielded in-
teligence that allowed
the U.S. to more effectively
farget the extremist group’s
oil revenues, the State De-
partment’s fop diplomat
for energy affairs said Tues-
day.

Amos Hochstein, a special
envoy and coordinator for
international energy affairs,
told reporters at the Pen-
tagon that the raid by U.S.
special operations forces in
May was a key to building
a military and diplomatic
plan to hit the extremists’
most important source of
income.

The raid killed Abu Sayyaf,

who was known as the Is-
lamic State’s oil emir. Sayy-
af's wife, an Iragi known
as Umm Sayyaf, was cap-
tured. U.S. officials have
said she was coopera-
tive during interrogations
and provided significant
amounts of useful infelli-
gence. She is now in Iraqi
custody.

“With that raid we got this
enormous amount of in-
formation that was very
detailed as to how they
operated their energy sec-
tor and allowed us to learn
more about the operation
and how fo attack it or ad-
dress it,” Hochstein said. It
enabled the US. fo “put
together the picture” of
the most effective way to
attack the group’s oil infra-
structure in Syria, he said.(4
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Freddie Gray jurors deadlocked, judge says keep deliberating

JULIET LINDERMAN

DAVID DISHNEAU
Associated Press
BALTIMORE (AP) — Jurors
said they were dead-
locked Tuesday as they
weighed manslaughter
and other charges against
a police officer in the
death of Freddie Gray. The
judge fold them to keep
deliberating and they
went home for the night
without reaching a verdict.
The jury sent a note to Bal-
timore Circuit Judge Barry
Williams after about nine
hours of discussions over
two days. They are delib-
erating in the frial of Offi-
cer William Porter, the first
of six officers to stand ftrial
on charges stemming from
Gray's death in April.

As the jury deliberated, ar-
mored vehicles and police
were stationed around the
city ahead of any verdict,
and city and state officials
promised they were pre-
pared to prevent the un-
rest and rioting that saw
parts of the city burned
and looted last spring.

It was the fifth note the
jury had sent the judge
Tuesday. They had earlier
requested highlighters, an
easel and sticky notes, sug-
gesting they were taking
a businesslike approach
fo assessing Porter's role
in the arrest and death of
Gray.

The jury also received a
set of external computer
speakers to improve the
sound quality of record-
ings in evidence, including
Porter's videotaped inter-
view with Baltimore police
detectives, police radio
fransmissions on the day
Gray was arrested and
cellphone videos made
at two of the wagon’s six
stops, starting with Gray’s
arrest.

The panel spent three hours
deliberating Monday. Por-
ter faces charges of man-
slaughter, assault, reckless
endangerment and mis-
conduct. If convicted of all
charges, he could face 25
years in prison.

The judge refused a jury
request for the clerk’s list
of trial exhibits, since the
list isn't evidence, and
denied defense motions
for a mistrial and change
of trial location. The latter

Yl

Deputy State’s Attorney Janice Bledsoe, left, walks to a courthouse before a jury continues
deliberations on the case of William Porter, one of six Baltimore city police officers charged in
connection to the death of Freddie Gray, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015, in Baltimore.

(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky)

two requests were part of
a moftion seeking ask ju-
rors if they've seen a let-
ter the city schools chief
sent home with children
Monday, warning of con-
sequences for violent re-
sponses to any verdict.
Williams said it wouldn't be
appropriate to query the
jury about the letter.

In closing arguments Mon-
day, prosecutors said Por-
ter could have save Gray's
life with two clicks: one to
buckle him in with a seat
belt and another to sum-
mon medical help with his
police radio. Defense law-
yers said Porter was not to
blame for Gray's death.
Gray died April 19, a week
after his neck was broken
while he was in the back of
the van with wrists and an-
kles shackled. The autopsy
concluded that the injury
probably came as Gray
was slammed against a
wall during cornering or
braking.

“Is two, three, four seconds
worth a life2” prosecutor
Janice Bledsoe asked the
jury Monday.

Jurors  must  defermine
whether they believe pros-
ecutors, who say Porter’s
indifference makes him
criminally responsible for
Gray’'s injury, or the de-
fense characterization of
Porter as a conscientious
officer who told supervisors
fo bring take Gray to the
hospital..d
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Rate Hike:

Fed betting it will avoid errors of the past

PAN PYLAS

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The Feder-
al Reserve is poised to raise
interest rates Wednesday
for the first time in 92 years.
It may not take so long to
know whether its decision
was correct,

History is filled with cases,
from the Fed in the 1930s
to the European Central
Bank in 2011, when central
banks raised rates prema-
turely, sometimes with dire
conseguences. Raising
rates or otherwise tighten-
ing credit too soon can
slow borrowing, jolt confi-
dence and choke growth.
When the global finan-
cial system started buck-
ling in 2007, central banks
cut rates to fight the worst
economic catastrophe
since the 1930s. As the cri-
sis escalated in late 2008,
many rates were slashed
fo record lows. The Fed cut
its benchmark rate to near
zero.

Mindful of the risks of high-
er rates and of the U.S.
economy's lingering weak-
nesses, some economists
have suggested that the
Fed could wait a bit lon-
ger before raising rates,
especially with inflation
still low amid slumping oll
and commodity prices. In
a survey of fop academic
economists, the Univer-
sity of Chicago found that
while 48 percent favored
a rate hike, 36 percent felt
the Fed should hold off.
Andrew Levin of Dart-
mouth College is among
those who think the Fed is
acting too soon.

“The economy is not that
close to normal yet,” Levin
says. “Inflation has been
persistently falling short of
the Fed’s target.”

Levin notes, too, that while
the unemployment rate
is a low 5 percent, millions
without jobs have given up
looking for one. Levin says
employers would have to
add 200,000 jobs a month
for at least another year
fo restore the job market’s
health.

For any central bank, the
hardest task is to continu-
ally straddle a delicate
balance:

Keeping rates too low for
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In this 1937 photo, Paul G. Hallett, 25, as he wears a sign stating
his situation and qualifications as he looks for a job in Spokane,
Wash. The US economy took a turn for the worse in 1937, with
many blaming tighter Fed policy and a tougher budget stance
by the government for the deterioration. On Wednesday, Dec.
16. 2015, the US Federal Reserve is expected to raise interest

rates for the first time since 2006.

foo long can inflate asset
bubbles as investors seek
returns that are higher —
but riskier — than returns
on government debt. Low
rates can also weaken the
ability of central banks to
combat a new crisis or re-
cession.

But equally, central bank-
ers must take care not to
increase rates too soon.
Since the global financial
crisis, several central banks,
from Israel's to New Zeao-
land’s, have raised rates
only to have to reverse
course soon aftfer.

Chair Janet Yellen summed
it up in a speech Dec. 2.
Yellen said delaying a first
increase too long might laf-
er compel the Fed to raise
rates faster than it would
like.

“An  abrupt fightening
would risk disrupting finan-
cial markets and perhaps
even inadvertently push
the economy into reces-
sion,” she said. “Holding
the federal funds rate at

(AP Photo)

its current level for too long
could also encourage ex-
cessive risk-taking and thus
undermine financial stabil-
ity.”

In  1936-37, during the
Great Depression era, the
Fed sought to normalize its
policies by increasing the
amount of money banks
had to hold as reserves.
Many blame that deci-
sion, along with a tougher
budgetary stance from the
U.S. government, for help-
ing prolong the Depression.
The economy fell back into
a brutal recession in which
around 2.5 million Ameri-
cans lost jobs.

By 1938, President Franklin
Roosevelt reverted back
to the expansionist policies
associated with the New
Deal that he had been
implementing since 1933.
And the Fed rescinded the
increased reserve require-
ment. The economy then
enjoyed a spectacular re-
covery, helped by wartime
spending. [

Merriam-Webster declares ‘ism’
as the word of the year for 2015

LEANNE ITALIE

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Merri-
am-Webster has picked a
small but powerful suffix as
word of the year: ism.

But not just any ism. The
top isms to earn high traf-
fic spikes and big bumps
in lookups on the diction-
ary company'’s website in
2015 over the year before
are socialism, fascism,
racism, feminism, com-
munism, capitalism and
terrorism.

“We had a lot on our
minds this year,” mused

Peter Sokolowski, the
Springfield, Massachu-
sefts-based  company’s

editor af large, in a re-
cent inferview. “It's a seri-
ous year. These are words
of ideas and practices.
We're educating our-
selves.”

Pinpointing reasons why
words go on the run at
Merriam-Webster is  an
educated guess. The dic-
fionary company tracks
corresponding news
events to link lookups to
real life. And its research-
ers also crunch datfa in a
way that filters out com-
mon words frequently
looked up year after year
after year when making
their top annual choices.
Lookups for fascism cor-
responded to release of
video in November show-
ing a white police officer
shoofing a black teen-
ager in Chicago, and the
criminal charges that fol-
lowed. Merriam-Webster
also saw a stronger cor-
relation in heavy traffic on
its site for that word and
“fascist” and flash points
in  Republican Donald
Trump's presidential cam-
paign, including reports
on his anfi-Islam rhetoric.
The isms often collide,
driving each otherin pop-
ularity, Sokolowski said.
“Fascism we more closely
associate as the response
to various acts of terror-
ism. After the attacks in
Paris and the atftacks in
Colorado Springs and in
San Bernardino, and be-
cause of Donald Trump's
proposal to ban Muslims,
we then see the word fas-

cism spike,” he said.
Lookups of racism were
high all year but had two
noticeable spikes, one
after the South Carolina
church shootings and an-
other amid the University
of Missouri protests.
Sokolowski, a lexicogra-
pher by training, said one
spike in lookups for femi-
nism came in April and
corresponded  with  re-
ports on an Ohio middle
school student who wore
a T-shirt with the word
prinfed on it in a school
photo, only to have it
digitally blacked out by
school administrators. The
school later apologized.
Reports on Caitlyn Jenner,
Amy Schumer and Hillary
Clinton all included dis-
cussion of feminism, as did
reviews of the film “Mad
Max: Fury Road” and
chatter about previews
of “Star Wars: The Force
Awakens.”

In addition, Emma Wat-
son's 2014 UN speech
made the news again
twice this year; first for in-
spiring Nobel Peace Prize
winner Malala Yousafzai
to call herself a feminist in
a viral video, and again
when it was revealed that
Watson was asked not
to use the word at all in
the speech, Sokolowski
noted. The word social-
ism has Bernie Sanders o
thank for its popularity.
“The big spikes have
been associated with the
fact that we have a presi-
dential candidate who
identifies as a Democrat-
ic Socialist,” Sokolowski
said. “We saw that even
though socialism was in
the Top 10 of the most
looked-up words in the
whole history of the site,
it increased in a spike be-
ginning in late July when
Bernie Sanders had a mul-
ficity rally that was orgo-
nized through social me-
dia and atftracted about
100,000 people in 3,000
communities or more
around the country.”

In October, lookups for so-
cialism spiked again dur-
ing the first Democratic
debate featuring Sanders
and Clinton.(Q
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Consumer prices unchanged but core inflation moves up

MARTIN CRUTSINGER

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S.
consumer prices were un-
changed in  November
as declines in energy and
food held down overall
costs. But core inflafion was
up 2 percent over the 12
months ending in Novem-
ber. That was the fastest
pace in more than a year
and the kind of increase
Fed officials want to see to
justify the start of a round of
interest rate increases. The
flat reading for consumer
prices last month followed
a modest 0.2 percent in-
crease in October and
outright declines in August
and September, the Labor
Department reported Tues-
day. Core inflation, which
excludes energy and food,
was up 0.2 percent in No-
vember and has risen 2
percent over the past 12
months, the fastest gain
since a similar 2 percent
rise for the 12 months end-
ing in May 2014. Over the
past year, overall inflation
has risen just 0.5 percent.
Overall prices are being
held back by a sharp fall in
energy costs and a stronger
dollar, which makes imports
cheaper. Fed Chair Janet
Yellen has said she expects
both of those impacts will
soon start to fade and be-
cause of that she expects
overall inflation will start ris-
ing back to the Fed'’s 2 per-
cent target. Private econo-
mists said Fed officials, who
were holding their final
meeting of the year on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
are likely to use the rise in
core prices as justification to
support a quarter-point rate
hike at this meeting, the first
rate increase in nearly a de-
cade. Paul Ashworth, chief
U.S. economist at Capital
Economics, said he expects
rising inflation will prompft

the Fed to raise its key inter-
est rate to near 2 percent
by this time next year. This
rate has been at a record
low near zero for the past
seven years. Other econo-
mists are predicting a much
more gradual rise in rates of
less than half that amount
fo around 1 percent for
the Fed's benchmark fed-
eral funds rafe. Overall en-
ergy costs fell 1.3 percent
in November, led by a 2.4
percent drop in gasoline
pump prices, the third de-
cline in gasoline costs in the
past four months. Nafion-
wide gas prices now stand
at $2.01 per gallon, ac-
cording to AAA’s Daily Fuel
Gauge. That is down from
$2.56 a year ago. In some
parts of the country, gas is
already below $2 per gal-
lon. Food costs retreated
0.1 percent in November,
the first monthly decline
since March. The price of
meafts, pouliry, fish and
eggs dropped for the third
month in a row.Meanwhile,
prices rose in some catego-
ries. Medical care climbed
0.4 percent, and airline
fares grew 1.2 percent.
lan  Shepherdson, chief
economist at Pantheon
Macroeconomics, said the
increase in medical costs
reflected in part a jump
in the cost of health insur-
ance, with premiums up
3.6 percent over the past
12 months, compared to a
1 percent drop in premium
costs for the 12 months end-
ing in November 2014. Jen-
nifer Lee, senior economist
at BMO Capital Economics,
said the low overall infla-
fion would not stop the Fed
from starting to raise interest
rates, given the long-held
view that if the Fed waits
to start raising interest rates
until inflation becomes a
problem, then it will have
waited too long.]
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A shopper looks in the window of an ALDO store in the Mall in Robinson Township, Pa. The Labor
Department reported on consumer prices for November 2015 and issue a report on Tuesday,
Dec. 15, 2015. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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Saudi Arabia creates Islamic bloc to fight terror groups

AYA BATRAWY

ADAM SCHRECK
Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP)
— Projecting its ambition
for regional leadership,
Saudi Arabia said Tuesday
it has lined up most of the
Arab world, NATO member
Turkey and several African
and Asian countries behind
a vaguely defined “lslamic
military alliance” against
terrorists.

The move allows the king-
dom, which follows «a
deeply conservative inter-
pretation of Islam, to cast
itself as a leader in the fight
against extremism.

But absent from the alli-
ance are the Shiite-led
countries of Iran and Iraq,
as well as Syria, whose gov-
ernment is backed by Teh-
ran. And that omission rais-
es questions about whether
the 34-member bloc is pri-
marily intended to present
a unified front against ex-
tremists — or to also serve
as a Sunni deterrent to Iran,
Saudi Arabia’s main region-
al rival.

Riyadh supports rebels
fighting to overthrow Syrian
President Bashar Assad and
has been leading an Arab
codlition against Iran-sup-
ported Shiite Houthi rebels
in Yemen since March. It is
also part of the U.S.-led co-
alition fighting Islamic State
militants in Syria and Irag.
The announcement on

i

Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir holds a press conference Tuesday, Dec.
15, 2015 in Paris. Saudi Arabia said Tuesday that 34 nations have agreed to form a new “Islamic
military alliance” to fight terrorism with a joint operations center based in the kingdom, but the co-
alition does not include Shiite-majority Iran or Iraq, and it's not clear how exactly it would function.

state media said the Saudi-
led alliance is being estab-
lished because terrorism
“should be fought by all
means.”

Deputy Crown Prince and
Defense Minister Moham-
med bin Salman said at
a rare news conference
that the bloc will develop
mechanisms for working
with other countries and
infernational bodies to sup-
port counterterrorism ef-
forts.

Their efforts would not be
limited to countering the

Dozens killed, hurt in

BASSEM MROUE
Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — Airstrikes on a
fuel market in a rebel-held
vilage in northern Syria
kiled and wounded dozens
on Tuesday and destroyed
several tanker trucks, two
Syrian opposition monitor-
ing groups reported.
Opposition activists  said
warplanes also struck a

popular marketin the north-
ern villoge of Maskaneh
that is under the control of
the Islamic State group, kill-
ing at least 18 people and
wounding many others.

Itwas notimmediately clear
whose warplanes carried
out the strikes, although

the monitoring groups said
the Russians targeted both
markets.

Islamic State group, he
added.

Though few details were
given, the statement said
the alliance would not just
be countering Sunni ex-
fremists but protecting Mus-
lim nations from all terrorists
“whatever their doctrine.”

When asked if this meant
the alliance would also
counter Shiite militants, the
Saudi defense minister re-
plied the coalition would
fight terrorist groups ‘re-
gardless of their categori-
zation,” particularly in Syria

(AP Photo/Christophe Ena)

and Irag, where he said
there will be cooperation
with the international com-
munity.

The U.S. and its allies have
frained militarily with the
Gulf states and other
friendly countries in the re-
gion for years, encouraging
them to work more closely
together.

Last year, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf states joined the
U.S. in carrying out airstrikes
in Syria against the Islamic
State, also known as ISIS
and ISIL. Many of the Arab

countries in the new Saudi-
led codalition are part of that
existing alliance against IS,
though their contributions
have waned since March,
with Gulf efforts diverted to
the Yemen offensive.

The Saudi endeavor ap-
peared to caftch some in
Washington off-guard. A
senior defense official said
the U.S. did not know in ad-
vance about the plan for
the alliance and that of-
ficials were working to find
out details. The official was
not authorized to discuss
the matter publicly and
spoke on condition of ano-

nymity.
U.S. Defense Secretary
Ash Carter, visiting Incer-

lik Air Base in Turkey, said:
“In general, at least, it ap-
pears that it's very much
aligned with  something
that we've been urging for
quite some time, which is
greater involvement in the
campaign to combat ISIL
by Sunni Arab countries.”

White House spokesman
Josh Earnest said the dalli-
ance wouldn't be a substi-
tute or a replacement for
the U.S.-led coalition fight-
ing IS militants, noting the
Saudi effort was infended
to focus on broader targets.
The Saudis have made “im-
portant confributions” to
the anti-IS coalition led by
Washington, “and we an-
ficipate that they will con-
tinue to do so,” he said.(d

airstrikes on fuel market in Syria

The fuel market in the vil-
laoge of Maaret al-Naasan
mostly sells diesel brought
from areas under the con-
frol of the Islamic State
group. The airstrikes on the
market are likely part of a
campaign fo target the oil
frade that is a major source
of income for IS. The ex-
fremist group controls near-
ly half of Syria.

Russian warplanes as well
as those of the U.S.-led co-
alition have destroyed hun-
dreds of tanker trucks that
are used to ferry oil from
fields under the confrol of
IS in eastern Syria to other
parts of the couniry. The
warplanes have also struck
oil facilities in the eastern
province of Deir el-Zour in
recent weeks.

The Local Coordination
Committees said Tuesday's
airstrikes on Maaret al-Na-
asan were carried out by
Russian warplanes and that
they kiled and wounded
dozens of people.

The  Britain-based  Syr-
ian Observatory for Human
Rights said the airstrikes
kiled 16 and wounded
dozens more.

he
ngp-ﬂ't

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

Fish as fresh as it gets!
from the sea..on wur plate!

You pick the Catch - Our Chef
will grill it, just the way you like it!

FRESH FISH BBQ

$3a

Pp halk

www. hadicurari.com

5,.:_-&?00{1"'"[%
U T
: ‘:ii Hadwur‘arl

Hastaurcnt af The FISheIrmon 5 Fhar

4 view

<>

Aruba




WGRLD NEWS IWEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER

'|'|'|I PELFAH M|

Lo Pelican Hest Bar & Seagfood Grill |;

the spectacular Sunset on the sea
Ask for our daily chel special

Dur menu offer an impressive Hlnl:'l:l!l of Fresh Seafood

{caught daly by e awen Nect), Intermateoenal [hahes amd a relasing Almosphere,
atour Captain's Morgan Bar from 4 - G pm 55 Bar.

For Aoservations call: SOGEZ=5SD
Located hetwesn Holiday Inn Hobel & Playa Linds Rosort e, pslican-amiba. oom

Coime & see

Oipen dully from 11 am = 10 pm

Sovereignty battle looms as EU unveils border guard scheme

Macedonian Army engineers build a fence at the border crossing Medzitlija, between Macedo-
nia and Greece, near the southern Macedonian town of Bitola. Macedonia is erecting another
several kilometers long fence near town of Bitola, on its southern border with neighboring Greece,
in order to prevent illegal crossings and to channel the flow of migrants through the official check-
point near the southern town of Gevgelija, where only migrants from the war-affected zones will
be allowed to enter.

LORNE COOK

Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Eu-
ropean Commission has
unveiled a controversial
plan for a European border
guard agency that would

deploy to member states
overwhelmed by migrants
— whether those natfions
want it or noft.

The new agency would
have a standing reserve
force of at least 1,500 bor-

(AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)

der guards that could be
sent to EUborder choke-
points within three days,
rather than relying on time-
consuming calls fo nations
for volunteers during emer-
gencies.

Greece:

New austerity bill changing loan rules approved

ATHENS, Greece (AP) —
Greek lawmakers on Tues-
day approved legislation
granting the right to sell
bad business loans from lo-
cal banks to overseas funds
as part of a new austerity
bill demanded by bailout
lenders from the rest of the
eurozone.

All 153 members of Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras’' left-
led coadlition voted in fo-
vor of the draft legislation,
while all 138 opposition
lawmakers present reject-
ed it, and nine were absent
from the vote.

The changes will only af-
fect larger businesses and
follow months of pressure
from lenders as the number
of non-performing loans

in the Greek market rose
above 40 percent.

The legislation was set as a
condition for the release of
the next loan installment of
1 billion euros ($1.1 billion).
Other provisions in the bill
include a new pay scale
for civil servants, while plans
to partially privatize the no-
tional power grid operator,
ADMIE, were delayed until
next year.

Labor unions, which op-
pose the reforms, staged
two separate, peaceful
protest marches in central
Athens late Tuesday. Near-
ly 2,000 people in total par-
ficipated.

Tsipras'  codlition, which
suffered the defection of
two lawmakers in a previ-

ous vote on creditor-de-
manded reforms, still faces
a major hurdle next month,
when the government has
pledged fo legislate un-
popular pension reforms
and hikes in taxatfion for
farmers.

Greece has depended on
infernational rescue loans
since it nearly went bank-
rupt in 2010. Tsipras first
came to power in January,
pledging to reverse resent-
ed austerity measures cred-
itors sought in return for the
loans, but he was forced a
few months later to sign yet
another bailout with further
tough cutbacks. Neverthe-
less, he won a second four-
year term in early elections
held in September.(]

“This is a safety net, which
like all safety nets, we
hope will never need to be
used,” European Commis-
sion Vice President Frans
Timmermans told EU law-
makers on Tuesday.

The plan is contentious be-
cause it requires countries
to surrender some of their
sovereignty — something
many have viscerally op-
posed so far — and it's un-
clear whether the scheme
will win enough backing
among the bloc’s 28 mem-
bers to pass. EU leaders will
discuss it for the first time at
a two-day summit begin-
ning Thursday.

The proposal is just the start
of a potentially long and
divisive legislative process.
Still, the EU has planned a
2016 budget for the agen-
cy of 238 million euros ($260

million).According to the
Intfernational Organization
for Migration, more than
920,000 people have en-
tered the EU so far this year.
The influx has overwhelmed
natfional border guards
and reception capacities,
notably in Greece, where
some 770,000 migrants
have arrived, most of them
from Turkey.

Greece has sfruggled to
respond, sparking anger
among its European part-
ners as unregistered mi-
grants move further north.
The borderand coastguard
would monitor EU borders
to the outside world — like
Greece’'s — and have the
right to send border guards,
ships, planes or other assets
when a counfry is unable
or unwilling to enforce bor-
derlaws.[
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Yemen peace talks underway as some rebels ignore cease-fire

Members of the media wait in front of the Olympia house were peace talks on Yemen are being
held in the village of Magglingen, in Switzerland, Dec. 15, 2015. Expectations are low for the U.N.-
brokered peace talks between Yemen'’s internationally recognized government and the country’s
Shiite rebels that started on Tuesday with the difficulty of the task underscored by rebel fighters’
failure to honor a weeklong cease-fire in some parts of the country, Yemeni officials said.

JAMEY KEATEN

AHMED AL-HAJ
Associated Press

GENEVA (AP) — UN.-
brokered peace talks be-
tween Yemen's inferna-
fionally recognized gov-
ernment and Shiite rebels

opened Tuesday in Swit-
zerland with expectations
of a deal low as fighters
failed to honor a weeklong
cease-fire in some parts of
the country.

The fruce, scheduled to
start at noon on Tuesday,

(Marcel Bieri/Keystone via AP)

was meant to give the
warring factions a chance
to find a solution to the
conflict that has engulfed
the Arab world's poorest
counftry. Airstrikes by a Sau-
di-led coadlition targeting
the rebels were halted, but

security officials said rebel
shelling and ground clash-
es confinued in southwest-
ern Taiz province.

Yemen has been torn by
fighting pitting the reb-
els, known as Houthis, and
army units loyal fo former
President  Ali  Abdullah
Saleh against forces of
the internationally recog-
nized government, which
is backed by the Saudi-led
codlifion and supported
by the United States, as
well as southern separat-
ists, religious extremists and
other militants.

According fo U.N. figures,
the warin Yemen has killed
at least 5,884 people since
March, when the fight-
ing escalated affer the
Saudi-led coalition began
launching airstrikes target-
ing the rebels.

In a statement, the U.N.
special envoy for Yemen,
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed,
emphasized the urgency
of the talks in Switzerland
— the latest in a series of
negotiations and cease-
fires that have so far failed
fo end the fighting.

“The people of Yemen
are daily, indeed hourly,

Man arrested, held for questioning over Paris attacks

ELAINE GANLEY
Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — Police ar-
rested a 29-year-old man
on Tuesday and held him
for questioning about the

Nov. 13 Paris aftacks, offi-
cials said.
The prosecutor's office

said the man was arrested
in the morning at his home
in Villiers-Sur-Marne, a far-
flung eastern suburb of
Paris.

The spokeswoman for the

prosecutor’s office, Agnes
Thibault-Lecuivre, refused
to identify the man or pro-
vide further information
about his suspected links
to the aftacks that killed
130 people. Two police of-
ficials who confirmed the
arrest also gave no further
details.

The man arrested Tuesday
can be held for question-
ing for up to six days before
being charged or freed.
Two people have been

placed under investigation
in France and more than
a half-dozen in Belgium in
connection with the at-
tacks. France moved info
a state of emergency after
the aftacks, which were
claimed by the Islamic
State group. The coordi-
nated attacks targeted a
noted music hall, restau-
rants and cafes and the
main sports stadium, and
left hundreds wounded in
addition fo the dead.

Police in France and Bel-
gium, where the attack-
ers began their journey,
are sweeping wide to find
those behind it.

Police are sfill investigat-
ing two January attacks
around Paris that killed 17
people. The Paris prosecu-
tor's office said two people
have been arrested in that
case on suspicion of help-
ing provide guns to the
man who attacked a ko-
sher supermarket.(]

anficipating the outcome
of these discussions. This
meeting is their only glim-
mer of hope and must not
be extinguished,” the en-
voy said. “The tongues of
fire, the scenes of destruc-
fion, the reverberation of
bombs and the soaring
prices have fturned their
daily lives info a series of
ongoing fragedies.”
Previous efforts to end the
violence have ended in
failure, as the government
insisted the Houthis com-
ply with a U.N. resolution
that requires them to hand
over weapons and with-
draw from fterritory they
captured over the past
year, including the capital,
Sanaa. The Houthis have
demanded the country’s
political future be decided
through negotiations.

In the past, the rebels have
said they are willing to hon-
or the U.N. resolution but
did not specify to whom
they would hand over
weapons and ferritory. Ye-
men’s civil war has divided
the armed forces, which
have units loyal to ousted
president Saleh, a Houthi
ally, and others who an-
swer to the internationally
recognized government
of President Abed Rabbo
Mansour Hadi.
Negotiations were taking
place at the Swiss Olym-
pic House in the village of
Macolin, a training center
for elite athletes. On Tues-
day, police armed with
automatic weapons were
on patrol outside the facil-
ity, which was cordoned
off with metal barriers re-
quiring journalists to keep
about 50 yards (meters)
away. The talks, which
could go on for days, were
shrouded in secrecy.
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM ¢, SWING
DAILY 9am - 1pm $60 pp

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ,
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing!

Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid

for direct telephone reservations
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding

AFTERNOON CRVISE
DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp

Our shorter snorkel cruise, with
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing!

DAILY SUNSET SAIL

DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp
Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open
Bar & Ropeswing included

Save $10 per couple/per coupon for
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/
per coupon for afternoon cruise
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$4,50 donation from
5 Aruba Aloe to Mary Joan
%= +* FREE GIFT for you!

WITH YOUR PURCHASE OF ONLY %75
JUST MENTION THE WORDS: ARUBA TODAY IN ONE OF OUR STORES.

HNL’?’ VALID'AT ARUBA ALOE'STORES. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT DUR STORE
' " MLOCATIONS PLEASE VISIT: WWW.ARUBAALOE.COM/STORES
LORIGANSULT YOURHOUTEL GONCIERGE.

Experience the oldest Aruban industry as a fun daytime outing: The Aruba Aloe Factory & Museum.

Tourists have been visiting the wonderful island of Aruba since the late 1940's, enjoying the pristine
beaches, clear waters and Aruba's dynamic nightlife. But one of the most unique experiences you,
and your skin, will certainly appreciate for years to come, is visiting the world famous Aruba Aloe
Balm Plantation, Factory and Museum. You will learn about the rich history of Aloe Vera, its
importance to Aruba's economy, and the healing properties of this miracle plant.

The Aloe Vera Plant, a brief history.

- z Aloe Vera's healing properties were discovered centuries ago and it
has been used as an ingredient in medications throughout the world
by many different cultures ever since. The plant was introduced in
Aruba in the mid 1800's, and because of the perfect weather
conditions for the plant to grow in; Aruba became one of the largest
exporters of Aloe Vera products in the world earning the nickname
“Island of Aloe”. Aloe has proven to be so important to the local
economy that the plant is even shown in the code of arms of Aruba.
Aloe Vera nowadays tops the list as one of the most powerful moisturizers and hydrating remedies available and Aruban aloe is known to
be the best in the world.

The Aruba Aloe Balm Factory and Museum Tour:

Founded in 1890, Aruba Aloe Balm is one of the oldest companies in Aruba and the only company that still grows and processes Aloe on the
island. By visiting this iconic landmark and plantation, you will learn about the plant's rich history and about how Aruba Aloe makes its world
famous skin care products.

During the tour, the super friendly local staff will guide you through the process of how they grow, hand cut and process the products that are sold worldwide. You will also
get a guided tour of the museum that serves as a national depository for ancient aloe tools and equipment as well as a complete library on the history, manufacturing and
healing qualities of Aloe.

Laura & Dominio Bucciero, from Napels Italy on their honeymoon:

“First time in Aruba, we are here for our honeymoon and staying for a week. The tour is very interesting, even though | don't perfectly understand English. We have Aloe in
Italy but there it's not such good quality as the Aloe here. | have purchased the hand and body lotion because | don't really sunburn but still want very smooth and hydrated
skin.” If you want to experience this unique and authentic experience come visit us during your stay here on Aruba! The FREE tour & museum are open Monday thru Friday
from 8 am. to 5 pm. and Saturday from 9 am. - 5 pm. If you are interested in learning more about Aruba Aloe products you can also visit www.arubaaloe.com. We hope to
see you soon!

Aruba Aloe Museum, Factory & store | Pitastaat 115, Aruba| T: +297 588 3222
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Brazilian police search house speaker’'s homes in graft probe

Brazil's Lower House President Eduardo Cunha gets into his car
after meeting with congressional allies at his home, following a
federal police raid on his residence in Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday,

Dec. 15, 2015.

BRAD BROOKS

Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) —
Brazil's federal police car-
ried out sweeping raids
Tuesday in the homes and

(AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)

offices of top political fig-
ures ensnared in a massive
corruption  investigation.
Among the ftfargets was
the speaker of the nation’s
lower house, who earlier

Are you looking for a trustworthy
partner to sell, rent or manage
your property in Aruba?

Contact us today!
(011) 297 594-4002

For more information:

Tolal Service Real Estats

ﬂ lakastraal 12, Oranjasted, Aruba
ﬂlﬂaﬂyﬁealw (011} 267 582-9220
g @ ClaariyPealy aw | v, ClaartyHeally, aw
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this month introduced im-
peachment proceedings
against  President Diima
Rousseff. Dep. Eduardo
Cunha is a bitter nemesis
of Rousseff and faces fed-
eral charges of corruption
for allegedly accepting
at least $5 million in bribes
linked to a sprawling kick-
back scandal at state-run
oil company Petrobras.

As speaker of the house,
Cunha had the power to
allow the impeachment
process against the presi-
dent to begin. Her govern-
ment is accused of fiscal
irregularities by using funds
from state-run banks to
cover budget gaps.
Cunha for months has
been the leader’s biggest
congressional  roadblock
to passing austerity mea-
sures to jumpstart the mori-
bund economy and other
legislation.

The push against Cunha
and several high-ranking
members of his power-
ful party, which is split into
pro- and anti-Rousseff
camps despite serving as
the ruling Workers' Party’s
stfrongest coalition partner
since it took power in 2003,
is seen as a political boost
for Rousseff.

“This weakens the whole
impeachment process be-
cause there will be even

more fragmentation in
Congress,” said Francisco
Fonseca, a political sci-
ence professor at the Ger-
tulio Vargas Foundation
university in Sao Paulo.
Fonseca noted that pro-
tests this past weekend
that called for Rousseff's
impeachment were far
weaker than previous ral-
lies against her, and that
while “the economy might
be affected by the political
turmoil in the short run ... it's
important to show that Bra-
zilian institutions” like feder-
al police and prosecutors
are independently doing
their jobs, regardless of the
poisonous political atmo-
sphere. Cunha, who told
reporters on Tuesday that
he’s “totally innocent,” has
said the millions investigo-
tors found in Swiss bank ac-
counts and linked to him
was made through busi-
ness dealings, was not the
only figure caught up in
the raids, which saw police
confiscating phones, com-
puters, documents and
other items but as yet not
arresting anyone.

Also targeted were two
government ministers and
a senator from Cunha's
Brazil Democratic Move-
ment Party, known as the
PMDB. Rousseff’s Vice Pres-
ident Michel Temer is the

head of the PMDB and,
should she be impeached,
would take the presidency.
Cunha’s fate as speaker
of the lower house is being
determined by an ethics
committee of that body,
which may rule this week
on whether he should step
down. Speaking in Brasilia,
Cunha lashed out on Tues-
day saying that the police
action was prompted by
his stand against Rous-
seff, and that “everybody
knows” that the Workers'
Party "“is responsible for this
assault on Brazil, for the as-
sault on Petfrobras.”

Social Communications
Minister Edinho Silva insist-
ed "this has nothing to do
with party politics.”

“This tends to raise the po-
litical instability,” he ac-
knowledged, speaking
at a news conference.
“That is never positive. But
these facts have to be in-
vestigated.”  Meanwhile,
the Supreme Court could
rule this week on the le-
gality of how a special
impeachment commit-
tee was formed last week
in the House of Deputies.
By Cunha's decree, it was
created without any de-
bate and by secret ballof,
and so far its members are
predominantly in favor of
impeaching Rousseff.(]

Colombia:

Rebels take another step toward ending conflict

HAVANA (AP) — Colom-
bia’s government and
the country’s largest rebel
group are taking another
major step toward reach-
ing a peace deal.

Negotiators from two sides
say they've successfully fin-
ished talks on how to ad-
dress the needs of 6 million
victims of the half-century
conflict. Measures include

reparafions and the re-
building of infrastructure in
communities most dam-
aged by fighting.

With Monday’s announce-
ment, there's a single un-
seftled issue: How mem-
bers of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia
will demobilize in order for
both sides to reach a final
deal.

Momentum to conclude
the 3-year-old talks has
been building since Sep-
tfember, when President
Juan Manuel Santos and
FARC leader Rodrigo
Londono announced an
agreement on how to pun-
ish rebels who confess war
crimes. Details of that ac-
cord were also unveiled
Tuesday.d



PALM BEACH - The ap-
proaching holiday season
brings excitement and joy,
but it can also bring stress—
SO many loved ones to buy
gifts for and so little time!
Aruba Aloe aims to fake
the stress out of your shop-
ping by providing a wide
range of products that will
appeal to just about every-
body on your list. Addition-
ally, Aruba Aloe’s products
make especially meaning-
ful gifts that embody the
island’s rich history and cul-
ture.

For the holiday season,

Aruba Aloe has designed

a special gift bag (5 USD)
called the “Cunuco Bag,”
giving the customer the
opportunity to create their
own unique gift set based
on their special one’s pref-
erences. The Cunuco Bag
design reflects the natu-
ral and cultural aspects of
Aruba’s heritage, such as
the aloe plant, the tradi-
tional cunuco house, the
“cabishi” (raised wooden
box that collected the al-
oin), and the divi-divi free.
The bag is made of linen,
so it can be reused or kept
as a collector’s item.

When creating their per-

|_I"|___ |

S |
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sonalized gift set, a client is
free to choose from Aruba
Aloe’s incredibly diverse
selection of health and
beauty products, includ-
ing hand creams, face
creams, body lotions, sun
care, sun aftercare, sham-
poos, conditioners, and so

much more. Lines include
Island Remedy (contain-
ing herbal exiracts), Desert
Bloom (aromatherapy col-
lection), and the much-
loved Aruba Aloe Collec-
fion. Of course, all products
contain  100% Pure Aloe

Vera Gel, extracted from
the aloe plants growing in
the 125-year-old fields sur-
rounding Aruba Aloe’s fac-
fory facility in Hato.

Aruba Aloe is also proud
to be offering its newest

collection this holiday sea-
son—Bon Jabon, which is
a vegan, gluten-free, and
paraben-free soap collec-
fion made with Aloe Vera
and featuring a variety of
fruity sensations. The col-
lection is craffed at the
Bon Jabon factory locat-
ed in downtown Oranjes-
tad. Add a soap or two to
your Cunuco Bag gift set
or have a few on hand for
those holiday visitors who
pop in unexpectedly!]
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The Aruba Marriott Resort Cup 2015 Kicks Off With a
Great Match between Noord Football College and RCA
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PALM BEACH - The Aruba
Marriott Resort Cup 2015
kicked off recently with an
exciting match between
the youngsters of Noord
Football College and RCA.
As one of the sponsors
of the Noord Football
College team, the Aruba
Marriott Resort was thrilled
to carry the name of
the competition as it is a
perfect way to have the
teams experience the real
feel of an actual match,
stimulating teamwork
while also applying all the
techniques they learned
during frainings.

To kick off the Aruba

Marriott Resort Cup 2015,
Mr. Tom Calame, Complex
GM of the Aruba Marrioft,
was present to wish the
teams good luck and do
the official opening with

the first kick-off of the first
match.

The matches are taking
place during this week at
the Centro Deportivo Frans
Figaroa starting at 5PM,

with finals taking place on
Friday, 18 Dec 2015. The
participating teams are
Noord Football College,
RCA, Estrella and Eagle
Sport Club.(4
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Loyal Visitors Honored by ATA at the Marriott Ocean Club

¥

PALM BEACH - Recently the Aruba sy T R S
Tourism Authority had the great e o m bk
pleasure of honoring a group of L ik Hﬁ"

loyal and friendly visitors of Aruba g S : Lo

at the Marriott Ocean Club as Dis- ; - o
tinguished Visitors. The symbolic
honorary ftitle is presented in the
name of the Minister of Tourism as
a token of appreciation to guests
who visit Aruba for 10-to-19 con-
secutive years.

The honorees were Mr. Ira and
Mrs. Karen Forman of New York,
Mr. David and Mrs. Lynn Frey of
New York, and Mr. Frank and Mrs.
Francine Sperduto of New Jersey.
All of the honorees are loyal guests
of the Marriott Ocean Club and
they love Aruba very much be-
cause of the friendly people, the
weather, the beaches, the restau-
rants, the Casinos, and just about
everything else! They say Aruba
feels like a second home where
the people are like family to them,
and the Marriott Ocean Club is tru-
ly their ‘home-away-from-home.’
The certificates were presented
by Ms. Marouska Heyliger repre-
senting the Aruba Tourism Author-
ity together with family and friends
from the Marriott Ocean Club.[
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Loyal Visitors Honored at the Renaissance Ocean Suites

PALM BEACH - Recently
the Aruba Tourism Author-
ity had the great pleasure
of honoring a pair of loy-
al and friendly visitors of
Aruba at the Renaissance
Ocean Suites as Goodwill
Ambassadors. The symbol-
ic honorary fitle is present-
ed in the name of the Min-
ister of Tourism as a foken
of appreciation to guests
who visit Aruba for 20-to-34
consecutive years.

The honorees were Mrs.
Santa L. Rivera and Mrs.
Ada L. Baez of Jackson
Heights, New York.

These ladies are loyal
guests of the Renaissance
Ocean Suites and they love
Aruba very much because
of the friendly people, the
weather, the beaches, the
restaurants, the Casinos,

and just about everything
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else! They say Aruba feels
like a second home where
the people are like family
fo them, and the Renais-
sance Ocean Suites is truly
their  ‘home-away-from-
home.’

The certificates were pre-
sentfed by Ms. Darline de
Cuba representing the
Aruba Tourism  Authority
together with Ms. Belinda
and Ms. Liliana from the Re-
naissance Ocean Suites..]
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Beckham, Giants Eliminate Dolphins From NFL Playoff Picture

Page 18

Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Yasiel Puig, right, hugs his former coach Juan Arechavaleta as he arrives to Hotel Nacional in Havana, Cubaq, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015.
A lineup of Cuban baseball superstars including some of the most famous defectors in recent memory made a triumphant return Tuesday as part of the first Major
League Baseball trip to the island since 1999. “I'm very happy to be here,” said Puig, who had been barred from returning to Cuba until he was granted special

permission for this week’s trip.

(AP Photo/Desmond Boylan)

Triumphant Return for Cuban Baseball Defectors Puig, Abreu

M. WEISSENSTEIN

Associated Press

HAVANA (AP) — A lineup
of Cuban-born baseball
stars, including some of the
most famous defectors in
recent memory, made a
friumphant refurn Tuesday
as part of the first Major
League Baseball trip to the
island since 1999.

Long the object of official
disdain in Cuba for leav-

ing the country illegally, Los
Angeles Dodgers outfielder
Yasiel Puig, White Sox first
baseman Jose Abreu and
shortstop  Alexei Ramirez
and St. Louis Cardinals
catcher Brayan Pena were
swarmed by star-struck fans
and members of the state
media in the lobby of Hao-
vana'’'s soaring Hotel Nacio-
nal at the start of a three-
day mission meant to warm

relations between MLB and
Cuba. The high-profile, of-
ficial return of baseball de-
fectors earning tens of mil-
lions of dollars a year in the
Maijor Leagues was a land-
mark in Cuba'’s relationship
with the hundreds of play-
ers who have abandoned
their country that trained
them. The ftrip is part of a
rapid warming in relations
between the Major League

and Cuban baseball that
has taken place since
Presidents Barack Obama
and Raul Castro declared
a year ago Thursday that
they were moving to re-
establishment  diplomatic
relations. Puig, who fled
to Mexico in a smuggler’s
fast-boat in 2012 and then
crossed the border to Tex-
as, wrapped his childhood
coach Juan Arechavaleta

in a bear-hug, resting the
side of his face atop the
smaller man's head.

“I'm very happy to be
here,” said Puig, who
signed a seven-year, $42
million confract and was
barred from returning fo
Cuba until he was granted
special permission for this
week’s trip.

Continued on Page 19
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Beckham scores 2 TDs to help Giants beat Dolphins 31-24

MIAMI GARDENS, Florida
(AP) — The New York Gi-
ants forged a three-way
tie atop the NFC East divi-
sion by winning 31-24 at Mi-
ami on Monday, with Odell
Beckham Jr.’s  84-yard
touchdown reception put-
ting the visitors ahead to
stay with 11 minutes to go.
New York quarterback Eli
Manning completed 27
of 31 passes for 337 yards
and four scores. His passer
rating of 151.5 was his high-
est since 2009. The Giants
(6-7) broke a three-game
losing streak and are tied
with Washington and Philo-
delphia for the lead in the
mediocre division.

The Dolphins (5-8) were
mathematically eliminated
from the playoff race, ex-
tending their postseason
drought to a franchise-
worst  seven  consecu-
five years. The Dolphins
tfopped 20 points for the
first fime since October,
but couldn’t keep up with
Beckham, who had seven
catches for 166 yards and
two scores. The 100-yard

]

New York Giants wide receiver Odell Beckham (13) makes a catch as Miami Dolphins
cornerback Brent Grimes (21) defends, during the first half of an NFL football game, Monday,
Dec. 14, 2015, in Miami Gardens, Fla.

game was his sixth in a row,
a Giants record.
Beckham missed one series

when he went to the lock-
er room due to cramping,
but didn't let that slow him

(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)

down. And with the score
24-24, he took advantage
of broken coverage to

score the go-ahead touch-
down.
Cornerback Jamar Taylor

and seldom-used safety
Shamiel Gary were the
closest defenders, but

Manning hit Beckham in
stride at midfield and he
sprinted to the end zone
for his 12th TD this year.

Earlier, Beckham made a
45-yard reception to set up
a tfouchdown and had a
5-yard scoring catfch. The
latter pass was initially ruled
incomplete because Beck-
ham was out of bounds,
but the decision was over-
tfurned by a replay review
that made the score 24-24.
His final catch, a diving
grab on third down at mid-
field, sealed the victory
with less than two minutes
left.  Miami quarterback
Ryan Tannehill threw for
236 yards and went deep
to Kenny Stills for a 47-yard
score that had put Miami
ahead 24-17. But Tannehill
overthrew an open Landry
with his tfeam trailing and
less than five minutes to

go.d

Shiffrin unsure how long she will be out with injury

PAT GRAHAM

AP Sports Writer

Over the next few weeks,
Mikaela Shiffrin will slalom
between rest and rehab.
Usually so fast on a race
course, the Olympic and
world slalom champion is
taking things at a much
slower pace as she recov-

ers from a torn knee liga-
ment and painful bone
bruise. There's no timeto-
ble for her return to skiing,
either. But there is some
promising news: She won't
need surgery. Just rest. Lofs
and lots of rest after tear-
ing the medial collateral
ligament in her right knee

during a wipeout while
preparing for a giant slo-
lom last Saturday in Are,
Sweden. I know lofs of
people are anxious o pre-
dict when | might return
to sking and then racing,
but we just don't have any
crystal balls,” Shiffrin post-
ed Tuesday on Instagram.

“I will work as hard as possi-
ble, take it week by week.”
Don’t write off her return
this season just yet. There's
still a possibility the skier
from Eagle-Vail, Colorado,
returns fo the slopes, may-
be even for the World Cup
Finals in March. Now that
would be quite a birthday
present for Shiffrin, who
tums 21 on March 13.

“Frankly, we have not talk-
ed about (a return) at all
yet as it simply depends on
how fast it'll heal and you
never really know with a
bone bruise how long that
will take,” Shiffrin’s manag-
er, Kilian Albrecht, told The
Associated Press. “You can
only take it week by week

first, and then day by day.
“Obviously, there is hope
that she can return as the
season is sfill pretty long.
But unfortunately all of the
tech races are now, which
is not good as she will for
sure miss a lot of the races.”
Shiffrin was hurt when she
crashed during a free ski-
ing session on the compe-
fition hill. Albrecht said she
basically fipped over and
into the net. She flew back
to Colorado for more tests
on her knee. Shiffrin an-
nounced Tuesday on her
social media sites: “"Good
news from physician visit
yesterday — no addition-
al injury from what we al-
ready knew."d
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Triumphant Return for Cuban Baseball Defectors Puig, Abreu

Continved from Page 17

Pena, who is from Havana,
was met by at least 20 fam-
ily members, who laughed
at stories of the catcher’s
life in America and hand-
ed him the phone fo talk to
relatives who hadn't been
able to make it.

The players will hold two
days of youth clinics while
league and Major League
Baseball Players Associa-
fion executives talk busi-
ness with their Cuban
counterparts, including
former President Fidel Cas-
fro's son Tony, one of the
most powerful men in Cu-
ban baseball.

League officials said they
were optimistic about seal-
ing a deal by early next
year for the Tampa Bay
Rays to play two spring
fraining games in Cuba.
They also hope to make
progress in creating a legal
route for Cuban players to
make their way to the Ma-
jor League.

“It's the goal of our com-
missioner and our owners
fo ultimately negotiate
with the Cuban Baseball
Federation and with the
cooperation of the US.
government and the Cu-
ban government a safe
and legal path for Cuban
baseball players who de-
sire fo play Major League
Baseball to reach the Ma-
jor Leagues,” Dan Halem,
MLB’s top lawyer, told a
press conference covered
by what appeared to be
virtually every state news-
paper, radio and television
station in Cuba.

Cuban television avoids
games featuring defectors
but fans watch their idols’
performances on pirated
recordings distributed on
computer USB drivers. A
group of fans who gath-
ered in the lobby of the
Nacional waiting for the
Cuban stars to pass by said
the defectors’ return to
Cuba filled them with op-
fimism about the future of
the sport in Cuba.

“I see it as a big step for-
ward in baseball in gen-
eral,” said Gustavo Fer-
nandez, a 21-year-old
sculptor. "I think we'll see
better facilities here, play-
ers’ confracts with other
leagues, relations with Ma-

jor League Baseball.”

U.S. teams played spring
training games in Cuba be-
fore Castro’s revolution but
none appeared here from
March 1959 unfil the Balfi-
more Orioles faced Cuba’s
national feam in Havana
in March 1999. MLB has not
returned since.

Under Fidel Castro, a pas-
sionate baseball fan who
saw sports as an expres-
sion of national glory, de-
fectors were barred from
refurning. Most were ban-
ished from official memory,
never mentioned on Cu-
ban television even as they
made headlines on U.S.
sports pages.

Castro’s brother and suc-
cessor, President Raul Cas-
fro, has eased the treat-
ment of players who leave
as part of a broader eas-
ing of social controls. That
included the 2013 removal
of a required exit permit for
all Cubans, except those
considered essential to the
country.

Some Major League play-
ers have been allowed
back on low-key ftrips to
see family. A few oth-
ers, like star infielder Yoan
Moncada, have received
permission from Cuban au-
thorities to depart legally to
start careers in the United
States. Moncada won a
$31.5 million signing bonus
with the Boston Red Sox in
March.

Players sneaked off Cu-
ba's coast by smugglers in
powerboats are a different
matter. Their illegal depar-
tures have been freated
until now as deep betray-
als of the socialist system.
Many have been banned
from returning for eight
years, like other Cubans
who leave illegally.

Peter Bjarkman, author
of the upcoming book
“Cuba’s Baseball Defec-
tors: The Inside Story,” said
that he had counted 102
national-level players who
had left Cuba this year,
nearly a third of all those
who have departed since
1980. It's part of a broader
wave of Cuban emigration
sparked by the fear that
the U.S. will cancel special
Cold War-era privileges
for Cubans as part of the
broader warming with the
island.J
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St. Louis Cardinals catcher Brayan Pena raises his arm to greet someone as he reunites with family
members, including his grandmother Rosa de las Nives, 85, bottom left, at the Hotel Nacional in
Havana, Cuba, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015. Pena, who is from Havana, was met by at least 20 family
members, who laughed at stories of the catcher’s life in America and handed him the phone to

talk to relatives who hadn’t been able to make it.
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NBA Roundup:

Spurs rout Jazz 118-81 to improve to stellar 21-5 start

SAN ANTONIO (AP) —
San Antonio built a giant
46-point lead thanks to its
smothering defense before
easing up to beat Utah
118-81 on Monday and ex-
tend its stellar start to the
NBA season.

The Spurs improved to 21-5
— the second-best start
in franchise history — and
retained their 6-1/2 game
lead in the Southwest Divi-
sion.

In other key games, Atlan-
fic Division leader Toronto
had its four-game winning
streak ended by Indianag,
the Los Angeles Clippers
defeated Defroit with a
3-pointer with 12 seconds
remaining in overtime, and
Miami took a share of the
Southeast  Division lead
with a win over slumping
Atlanta.

San Anfion has held 13 of its
past 14 opponents under
100 points and the Spurs
defense was again well on

Utah Jazz guard Alec Burks, right, is blocked by San Antonio
Spurs forward Kyle Anderson, left, as he tries to shoot during
the second half of an NBA basketball game, Monday, Dec. 14,
2015, in San Antonio. San Antonio won 118-81.

AP Photo/Eric Gay)

fop of Utah, establishing a
20-point-plus lead at half-
fime for the third game in
five.

Kawhi Leonard had 22
points while LaMarcus Al-
dridge and Tony Parker
added 18 points each for
the Spurs, who are 13-0 at
home.

Derrick Favors led the Jazz
with 16 points.

Indiana’s Jordan Hill had
season highs with 20 points
and 13 rebounds as the
Pacers beat Toronto 106-
90.

Monta Ellis had 18 points
for Indiana, which went on
a 39-4 run in the first half to
overturn a 21-point deficit.
Kyle Lowry and DeMar
DeRozan each scored 20
points for the Raptors, who
had beaten the Pacers in
their past five matches.
The Clippers edged Defroit
105-103 when Jamal Craw-
ford hit a 3-pointerwith 12.4
seconds left in overtime.

NHL Roundup:

Capitals win 4-1 to spoil Sullivan’s debut as coach

The Associated Press
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Wash-
ington won 4-1 at Pitts-
burgh on Monday to spoil
Mike Sullivan’s coaching
debut for the Penguins.
Sullivan took over the posi-
tion following the firing of
Mike Johnston on Satur-
day, but saw his tfeam lose
heavily against a Capitals
ouffit led by two goals and
an assist from T.J. Oshie.
Among other results, Oft-
tawa beat Los Angeles on
the back of a four-goal
second period, and Buf-

falo won at Defroit for the
first time in nine years.

Washington’s Nicklas Back-
strom had a goal and two
assists while John Carlson
also netted for the Capi-
tals, who moved 11 points
above their Metropolitan
Division rival. Evgeni Malkin
scored his team-leading
14th goal for the Penguins.
Otftawa’s Mike Hoffman
had two goals and an as-
sist to lead the Senators
over Los Angeles 5-3.

Kyle Turris, Erik Karlsson and
Mika Zibanejad also scored

for the Senators.

Jamie McBain, Tyler Toffoli
and Jake Muzzin netted for
Los Angeles, who missed
a chance to build on their
10-point lead in the Pacific
Division.

Buffalo's Ryan O'Reilly and
Johan Larsson scored 61
seconds apart late in the
third period to give the So-
bres a rare win at Detroif,
beating the Red Wings 2-1.
O'Reilly tied it 1-1 at 15:46
when his deflected shot
beat goalie Petr Mrazek
between the legs. Larsson

scored the go-ahead goal
with 3:13 remaining; his first
goal in 30 games.

Brad Richards scored for
the Red Wings, whose run
of games earning at least
a point ended at 13.
Edmonton’s Andrej Sekera
scored 41 seconds info
overtime fo lift the Oilers
over Boston 3-2 for their
sixth straight victory.
Tampa Bay's Brian Boyle
scored a short-handed
goal in the third period to
help the Lightning beat
Columbus 2-1.Q1

Blake Griffin made a pair of
free throws with 38.8 sec-
onds remaining to put the
Clippers ahead 102-101
but Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope tied it for the Pistons
by going 1 for 2 from the
foul line with 30.5 seconds
left.

After Crawford's basket,
the Clippers fouled Reggie
Jackson with 9.3 seconds
left. He made the first shof,
missed the second, and
feammate Andre Drum-
mond got two chances for
a tying tip-in, but missed
both. Jackson missed a
desperation shot at the
buzzer.

Griffin  finished with 34
points for the Clippers, and
J.J. Redick had 24.
Jackson finished with 34
points and 11 rebounds for
Detfroit.

Miami led comfortably
throughout in winning 100-
88 at Atlanta.

Chris Bosh scored 24 points
and Gerald Green had 20
for the Heatf, who moved
1-1/2 games above their
Southeast rival.

Kent Bazemore refurned
to Atlanta’s starting lineup
and scored a career-high
28 points.

Dallas’ Chandler Parsons
scored 15 of his 17 points
in the second half fo guide
the Mavericks to a 104-94
win against Phoenix.
Parsons has been on re-
stricted duty, coming off
the bench lately, follow-
ing offseason knee surgery.
He had eight points dur-
ing a 20-4 run to finish the
third quarter, when Dallas
made 13 of its last 14 shots
to take a 77-58 lead.(
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Rory Mcliroy wins
the EU Tour player
award for 3rd time

VIRGINIA WATER, England
(AP) — Rory Mcllroy has
been voted the European
Tour's player of the year for
2015, winning the award
for the third time in the past
four seasons. The 26-year-
old Northern Irishman suc-
cessfully defended the
Race to Dubai fitle after
winning the season-ending
World Tour Championship
in Dubailast month. He had
two other victories, at the
Dubai Desert Classic and
the WGC-Cadillac Matfch
Play. Mclliroy says he feels
“very proud fo have won
this prestigious award for
the third time.” He says it is
"always special, no matter
how often, to be recog-
nized this way.”"

Thongchai, Lahiri
on Singh’s team to
at the EurAsia Cup

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — Jeev Milkha Singh
has included China’s Wu
Ashun as one of his cap-
tain’s picks to join Thong-
chai Jaidee and Anirban
Lahiri in the Asia feam
for the EurAsia Cup next
month. Lahiri and Thong-
chai were among the
automatic qualifiers from
the Asian Tour, while Kira-
dech Aphibarnrat, Shingo
Katayama, K.T. Kim and
Byeonghun An made the
team based on world golf
rankings.
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NBA referee Kennedy tells Yahoo he is gay after slur

NEW YORK (AP) — Veteran
NBA referee Bill Kennedy
has told Yahoo Sports he
is gay, nearly two weeks
after Sacramento Kings
guard Rajon Rondo direct-
ed a gay slur at him during
a game.

Kennedy said he is “proud
fo be an NBA referee
and | am proud to be a
gay man,” adding that
he chose to come out in
hopes of sending a mes-
sage “that you must allow
no one to make you feel
ashamed of who you are.”
Rondo was suspended one
game by the NBA for di-
recting a derogatory and
offensive term foward a
referee in the Kings' game
against Boston in Mexico
on Dec. 3. Rondo apolo-
gized Monday and the
Kings said his comments
were disrespectful and of-
fensive.

Kennedy is in his 18th seo-
son as an NBA official, hav-
ingworked more than 1,050
regular-season games and
five in the NBA Finals.

“I wholeheartedly support
Bill's decision to live his life
proudly and openly,” NBA
Commissioner Adam  Sil-
ver said in a statement.
“Throughout his 18-year
career with the league, Bill
has excelled as a referee
because of his passion,
dedication and courage.
Those qualities will confin-
ve to serve him well both
as a game official and as
a positive influence for oth-
ers. While our league has
made great progress, our
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Sail along Aruba’s scenic coastline and
enjoy the sunset followed by a Caribbean
buffet catered by award-winning chefs.

Wednesday from 5:30 to 8:30 pm

work confinues fo ensure
that everyone is treated
with respect and dignity.”

Kennedy worked San Anto-

nobody’s business. It just
shows ignorance to act in
a derogatory way toward
anybody in the LGBT com-

on sexual orientation or

anything else,” Kings gen-
eral manager Viade Divac
“Rajon has apolo-
1

said.

NBA referee Bill Kennedy, left, during the second half of an NBA basketball game between the
San Antonio Spurs and Utah Jazz, Monday, Dec. 14, 2015, in San Antonio. Kennedy has told
Yahoo Sports he is gay after Sacramento Kings guard Rajon Rondo directed a gay slur at him

during a game.

nio’'s home game against
Utah on Monday, receiv-
ing applause from fans
when he was shown on the
videoboard with the offici-
ating crew and his name
wdas annhounced.

Spurs coach Gregg Popov-
ich criticized Rondo’s com-
ments before San Anto-
nio's 118-81 victory.

“It's unfortunate,” Popo-
vich said. *“It's disgusting,
because Billy, he is a great
guy. He's been a class
act on and off the court.
And as far as anyone's
sexual orientation, it's just

| Caribkean Codudils

munity. It just doesn’t make
sense.” The league took
more than a week before
announcing a penalty for
Rondo, who will sit out Sac-
ramenfo’s game against
Houston on Tuesday. Ya-
hoo reported that Ken-
nedy and another referee
told league investigators
that Rondo used profanity
and anfi-gay comments.

“Rajon’s comment was dis-
respectful and offensive,
and we wholeheartedly
disapprove of any lan-

guage that discriminates
or disparages others based

(AP Photo/Eric Gay)
gized and this is not the sort
of behavior we condone
nor is it representative of
the Sacramento Kings or-
ganization.”

Owner Vivek Ranadive
also apologized to Ken-
nedy.

Rondo wrote on Twitter
that his actions during the
game “were out of frustra-
fion and emotion, period!”
“They absolutely do not
reflect my feelings toward
the LGBT community,” Ron-
do added. “l did not mean
tfo offend or disrespect
anyone.”ld
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Holiday Feast

Traditionally, a festive feast
or dinner is a focal element
of the holiday season where
we sit down with family and
friends for the "breaking of
the bread”. The expression
“breaking of bread”, some
believe, must be quadlified.
“Breaking of bread” signified
the dividing of the bread
cakes or loaves, which were
used by Orientals. Sometimes
"breaking of bread” is used
concerning partaking of a
common meal (Mk. é: 41;
Acts 27: 35) and “Breaking
of bread: is also used in
connection with the religious
memorial called the Lord’s
Supper. We are talking about
Christmas dinner and before
we can sit down to enjoy our
meal, we need to plan our
menu.

For several years already
we have said goodbye
to the ftraditional holiday

smoked ham. Ham, as all

o

Dr. Viana’s HOLIDAY MENU
(For all blood types, gluten & dairy free)

Slow Roasted Turkey
With giblet gravy
Trimmed with raisons & plums

A

Brown, Wild Rice and Peruvian
Quinoa Blend

¥

Romaine & Field Green Salad

A

Fresh Cranberry Sauce

Amy’s Rice Milk & Molasses
Quesillo

Beverage: Light-Red Wine, Still or
Sparkling Grape Juice, Minen!l Water

Gift Certificates
Healthy Products

M-Sat at Kibaima 7

pork products is detrimental
to people in all blood
groups. Pork aggravates
blood to become sticky;
slows down proper digestion
and obstructs  absorption
of nutrition. Instead we
have a turkey that | slowly
roast on the barbeque. No
deep-frying here! Turkey has
become my family dinner’s
centerpiece because it is a
healthy alternative to more
fraditional foods that are
classed as being detrimental
according to your blood
type. | carve a mean plate
of furkey in front of our
guests. You might not know
this but the nutrition facts
of turkey per serving is: 232
calories, 11 grams of fat, but
only 3 grams saturated faft,
108 mg cholesterol, 77 mg
sodium, 0 g carbohydrate,
0 g fiber, 32 grams protein,
and 15% iron. There is nothing
wrong nutritionally  here.
Additionally,  hiding in
the 32 grams of profein is
fryptophan an essential
amino acid. Tryptophan is
needed for the production
of Niacin (vitamin B 3)
and is the precursor of our
brain chemical serotonin.
Serotonin is the calming,
sedating substance
essential for normal mood
and sleep patterns. Now
you know why you are so
inclined to take a nap after
a turkey dinner.

The fraditional  potato
smothered in cheese s
out. Both the potato and
cheese will slow down the
metabolism of most of us.
Instead, for carbohydrates
we use sweet potatoes,
pumpkin, and brown rice.
This year, after baking
the potatoes in the grill
next to the furkey, we are
going to mash the sweet
potatoes with a touch of
ginger. Ginger contains
components that positively
influence known disease

Need a Whole

suscepfibility, a good thing.
| think the ginger balances
nicely the taste of the sweet
potatoes. Slow, baking brings
out the sweetness in the
potatoes, but the glycemic
load is very low! This means
it won't spike your insulin. The
nutrition facts per serving of
sweet potatoes includes:
240 calories, 6 g total faf,
4 g saturated fat, 15 mg
cholesterol, 73 mg sodium,
46 g carbohydrate, 5 g fiber,
2 g protein, 294% vitamin
A, 54% vitamin C. Did you
see the amount if vitamin
A2 Wow, | am surprised that
sweet potatoes do not need
to be registered as an eye
medicine.

We could not think about any
holiday dinner without serving
pumpkin. Here we go again
helping our eyes. The nutrition
facts for pumpkin per serving
is: 286 calories, 13 grams total
fat, 4 g saturated fat, 86 mg
cholesterol, 120 mg sodium,
38 g carbohydrate, 2 grams
of fiber, 7 grams protein,
130% vitamin A, 9% vitamin
C, 7% calcium, 13% iron. Did
you notice the blood building
qualities of pumpking Only
people with blood group B
cannot enjoy this delicious
and nutritious vegetable. In
Aruba, pumpkin soup is a
specialty. If | am lucky Amy
might bake me a pumpkin
pie, yum! Or maybe we will
make pumpkin with onions.
As in every meal at our
house brown rice is the
staple carbohydrate. For this
meaningful occasion we will
add some zest (and even
more nufrition) to our brown
rice with wild rice and quinoa.
Brown rice can be enjoyed
by all blood groups. White
“polished” rice is nutritionally
lifeless since the bran, which
contains all of the nufrition,
has been stolen to sell to
pharmaceutical companies
to make B complex vitamins.
This should give us a strong

Body Make-Over? T

indication the benefit
derived from eating brown
rice. The wild rice, especially
if harvested from wild ponds,
contains  frace  minerals
missing in our other grains.
Super-grain, Peruvian quinoa
has one of the highest
amounts  of  absorbable
calcium available. Support
for our bones that cooks in
just 15 minutes!

And what would turkey
dinner be without cranberry
sauce? This year, “can the

can” full of dangerously
unhealthy, high fructose
corn  syrup. Homemade

cranberry sauce takes only
15 minutes on the stove,
make with low processed
cane sugar or natural grape
sugar. Try arrowrooft instead
of cornstarch for thickener
in the smooth variety or
make chunky. Cranberries
are a traditional remedy
for bladder infection.
Cranberries contain a
naturally occurring simple
sugar, closely related fo
glucose called D- mannose.
D-Mannose is metabolized by
our bodies and excreted into
the urine. This simple sugar
helps maintain  a healthy
urinary tract by its intferaction
with the bacterium found
in over 90% of all bladder
infections, Escherichia coli
(“E. coli”). This strain of E.coliis
found as part of the “normal
microflora” in every intestinal
fract. But even normal E.coli
does not belong in the
bladder and urinary fract.
In these areas they multiply
and become an infection.
D-Mannose ‘sticks” to E.coli.
When we take a large
quantity of D-Mannose by
eating cranberries, almost all
of it spillsinto the urine through
our kidneys, literally “coating”
any E.coli present so they
can no longer “stick” to the
inside walls of the bladder
and urinary tract. The E.coli
is literally rinsed away with
normal urination!  Imagine,
all from eating cranberries.
Include vyour favorite fresh

EL: 585-1270

Pain & Inflammation — Sleep — Stress - Allergies — Stomach Problems, PMS,
Menopause, Chronic colds & flu — Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum — Addiction
(Alcohol, street & legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) — AGE Management

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in)

Walk.-ins welcome

www.vianaheal.com
info@vianaheal.com

Dr. Carlos Viana
Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy
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* Toxic Heavy Metals, Amino Acids
*Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing
'+ *Specialized Hormone Testing

green vegetables prepared
with olive oil and fresh herbs,
and you've got yourself a
healthy, holiday feast.
Choosing yourHoliday Menu?
Get the Pointl Selecting
healthy foods from your
“beneficial” list (available at
our Clinic) is a delicious and
healthy alternative to some
traditional holiday foods. As
for our "Breaking of bread”
dinner being a “common
meal” or a  ‘religious
memorial”, | do not make a
distinction. Come to clinic
so we can teach you how
to make eating healthy an
everyday event. Meanwhile,
with my glass of red wine,
loaded with antioxidants,
I will toast and give thanks
for the presence of healthy
family members and friends
and remember those of you
who cannot make it this year.
GIVE THE GIFT OF HEALTH:
Gift Certificates and Organic
Products available at Viana
Center.

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is
an Oriental Medical Doctor
(O.M.D.) having studied
in China; a US Board Cert.
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.),
an  Addiction  Professional
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of the
Latin American Committee of
the International Academy of
OralMedicine and Toxicology
(IAOMT), a Rejuvenating Cell
Therapist specializing in Age
Management, has a weekly
radio program, writes and
lectures extensively. For
information: VIANA HEALING
CENTER, Kibaima 7, St Cruz
TEL: 585-1270 Web Site: www.
vianaheal.com

Dr. Viana's Award Winning
BOOK: Prescriptions from
Paradise, _Infroduction _to
Biocompatible Medicine -
Available at local Bookstores
Hotel Gift shops and Boticas.
Signed copies at Viana

Healing  Center EBooOks:
Amazon kindle, Nook, ltunes

checkforEventsat:facebook.
com/vianahealingcenter.
www . facebook.com/

prescriptionsformparadise

Take Home PARADISE

Available at local

Bookstores & Gift shops
Paperback & EBook on AMaZon
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TECH NOTES

British officials
make arrest in
VTech hacking

NEW YORK (AP) — Police in
the UK say they've made
an arrest in the hacking
of kids' technology maker
VTech, which compro-
mised the personal infor-
mation of more than 6 mil-
lion children around the
world.

The South East Regional
Organised Crime Unit, a
regional task force made
up of a handful of English
police departments, says
a 21-year-old man was ar-
rested on hacking-related
charges Tuesday morning
in Bracknell, a town about
30 miles west of London.
Police seized a number of
electronic items that will
be examined by a cyber-
crime forensics unit. The
hacking of Hong Kong-
based VTech Holdings Ltd.
compromised the profiles
of 6.4 million kids around
the world, along with the
4.9 million parent accounts
that they were connected
fo.

Firms vow hate
speech deleted
within 24 hours

BERLIN (AP) — Facebook,
Google and Twitter have
agreed to delete hate
speech deemed illegal in
Germany within 24 hours.
The move follows pressure
from German authorities
concerned about the in-
creasing volume of racist
abuse being posted on
social networking sites. In
a joint statement Tuesday,
the Justice Ministry and the
three companies said that
it will become easier for us-
ers and anti-racism groups
to flag hate speech. ]
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Tech Review:

Dueling digital assistants Siri, Cortana and ‘OK Google’

BRANDON BAILEY

AP Technology Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
Cortana’s learning the
neighborhood. Google's
digital assistant can’t tell
a joke. And Siri apparently
has a thing for the metric
system.

Those are just a few of
the things | learned after
staging a face-off for the
three leading digital as-

sistants. Apple’s Siri and
“OK Google” — they're
not big on personifica-

fion at Google — are now
standard on smartphones;
Microsoft recently added
its Cortana service to Win-
dows 10, so it works on PCs,
too.

Now that just about any-
one can talk to their phone
or computer, we wanted
to see what happens when
you fry.

Unsurprisingly, none of the
assistants is perfect. Sur-
prisingly, they do have dis-
finct personalities, even if
they're just deliberate arti-
facts of their creators.

| asked the same 10 ques-
fions of each service, using
an iPhone with Siri, a Nexus
phone with Android’s "OK
Google” and a Microsoft
Surface Pro tablet with
Cortana.

INFORMATION PLEASE
First up: Some basic fac-
fual questions. All three did
pretty well when asked,
“What's it like outsidee”
Cortana earned  extra
points for answering with
a spoken weather report.
Google and Siri each
showed a screen image
that listed current condi-
tions and a forecast.

All three supplied Presi-
dent Obama'’s age. When
asked “What's his wife's
name<e” they all remem-
bered that the question re-
ferred to the president, and
correctly identified the First

[

Associated Press technology writer Brandon Bailey uses the Google, Cortana and Siri digital as-
sistants to learn the length of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco while staging a face-off
between the three leading digital assistants.

Lady: Michelle Obama.
Similarly, they all knew the
length of the Golden Gate
Bridge. But for some reao-
son, Siri answered in mefters,
while Cortana and Google
stuck to feet.

AT YOUR SERVICE
Next came more compli-
cated tasks, like finding the
nearest pharmacy. Google
and Siri listed three within a
half-mile (800 meters) of The
Associated Press bureau in
downtown San Francisco.
But neither mentioned the
drug store on the ground
floor of the building where
the bureau is located. Cor-
tana did.

Ever feel like ducking work
to catch an afternoon
movie?¢ (Shhh! Don’'t tell my
editor.) All three assistants
had local movie listings at
their digital fingertips. But
Siri led off with a new re-
lease at a theater just half
a mile from the AP bureau.
With a couple of taps, Sir
had opened Fandango,
an app that lets you buy

tickets online.

Google also connected
with  Fandango. Cortana
had more frouble; Micro-
soft lags behind Apple and
Google in the number of
apps that work with its soft-
ware, and | couldn't get
the right Fandango app to
load on a Surface tablet.

JUST FOR LAUGHS
Finally, a personality test. |
challenged each to tell a
joke. Siri had the best an-
swer: “If | told you a joke in
my language, I'd have tfo
explain it.”

Then | fried the famous line
from "2001: A Space Od-
yssey” in which astronaut
Dave Bowman tells the
ship’s computer: “"Open
the pod bay doors.” Corta-
na knows the right answer:
“I'm sorry Dave. I'm afraid |
can't do that.” But Siri had
a better one: "Doesn’t any-
body knock anymore?2”

To be clear, these aren’t
the witty rejoinders of some
arfificial inteligence. The
creators of Siri and Cortana

(AP Photo/Eric Risberg)

thought it would be fun to
pre-load each service with
humorous answers to pre-
dictable questions.

Google doesn't bother
with such frills. Sticking to ifs
search-engine roots, “OK
Google” answered the
“2001" question by silently
presenting a series of Inter-
net links, starting with one
for a YouTube clip from the
movie.

Likewise, when  asked
about the meaning of life,
Siri and Cortana were both
ready with a quip. Google
just recited a dry definition
that only a biologist could
love: “Life is the condition
that distinguishes animals
and plants from inorganic
matter. ...”

FINAL SCORE

All three services are good
on factual questions.
Siri's  programmers have
the best sense of humor.
Google stays focused on
the task at hand. And Cor-
tana is quickly catching up
to both of them.(Q
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Wall Street posts biggest gain in a week

MARLEY JAY

AP Markets Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks
posted their biggest gains
in more than a week Tues-
day, led by rising energy
companies and banks.
The market was higher all
day, building on alate gain
the day before. The Stan-
dard & Poor’'s 500 index
rose for the second day
in a row, something that
hadn't happened since
early November. Energy
stocks rose as the price of
crude oil jumped 3 per-
cent, and banks moved
higher a day ahead of an
expected rate increase by
the Federal Reserve.

The Dow Jones industrial
average added 156.41
points, or 0.9 percent, o
17,524.91. The S&P 500 in-
creased 21.47 points, or 1.1
percent, to 2,043.41. The
Nasdag composite index
gained 43.13 points, or 0.9
percent, to 4,995.36.
Stocks have been on a
bumpy ride ever since a
six-week winning sfreak
ended in early Novem-
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on the economy, many
expect the Fed to begin
returning borrowing costs
back toward normal levels
with its first interest rate in-
crease in nine years.

The government said early
Tuesday that pricesforava-
riety of goods and services
rose last month, including
plane fickets and medical
care. Overall prices were
unchanged from last year
because food and energy
prices are weak, but “core
inflation,” which leaves out
energy and food, rose 0.2
percent. That's the best re-
sult in more than a year.
Michelle Girard, chief U.S.
economist for RBS, said the
reassuring signal on infla-
fion should remove any last
barriers o the Fed to raise
rates. The inflation report
gave the Fed "a green
light to take action tomor-
row,” Girard said. The Fed's
key short-term interest rate
has been near zero for sev-
en years.

Energy stocks were the
top-performing sector as
U.S. crude rose $1.04, or 2.9

4

on Mobil had its best day
since late August. Ifs shares
jumped $3.40, or 4.5 per-
cent, to $79.43. Offshore
drillers Ensco added $1.21,
or 8 percent, to $16.40 and
Transocean rose 74 cents,
or 5.9 percent, to $13.38.
Natural gas continued fo
fumble. Its price gas slid
7.2 cents, or 3.8 percent,
to $1.822 per 1,000 cubic
feet. That's the lowest price
since March 1999, not ad-
justing for inflation. Indus-
trial demand for natural
gas has been weak, and
the warm weather means
most Americans haven't
needed as much heat for
their homes as they usually
do this time of year.

In other energy trading,
wholesale gasoline fell 1.1
cents, or 0.9 percent, to
$1.2444 a gallon and heat-
ing oil rose 1.9 cents, or 1.7
percent, to $1.147 a gallon.
Bank stocks climbed as in-
vestors anticipated that
higher interest rates would
help banks become more
profitable by charging
more for loans. JPMorgan

Traders Michael Milano, left, and Michael Mozian work on the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015. Stocks posted their biggest gains in more than a week
Tuesday, led by rising energy companies and banks.

ber. They dropped sharply
in  mid-November, then
bounced back the fol-
lowing week, but failed to
build consistently on those
gains.

Last week, a plunge in the
price of oil set off a sharp
drop in energy stocks,
which dragged the broad-
er market down to its sec-
ond-worst weekly perfor-
mance of 2015. Now with
more encouraging signs

percent, to $37.35 a bar-
rel in New York. That's on
top of a 2 percent gain on
Monday. Qil is still down
30 percent in 2015 and is
at its lowest in more than
six years. Brent crude, a
benchmark for internation-
al oils, rose 53 cents, or 1.4
percent, to $38.45 a barrel
in London.

That helped the energy
sector, which has strug-
gled throughout 2015. Exx-

(AP Photo/Richard Drew)

Chase rose $1.83, or 2.8
percent, to $66.10 and
Wells Fargo gained $1.71,
or 3.2 percent, to $54.91.

Investors dipped a toe
back into the high-yield
bond market after several
days of selling. The iShares
high yield corporate bond
ETF rose $1.29, or 1.6 per-
cent, to $80.12 and the
SPDR Barclays high vyield
bond ETF rose 39 cents, or
1.2 percent, to $33.81.1

This photo shows the head office and logo of Valeant
Pharmaceuticals in Montreal. Valeant Pharmaceuticals has a
new distribution deal with Walgreens.

(Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press/AP)

Valeant in new distribution
deal with Walgreens group

TOM MURPHY

AP Business Writer

Valeant Pharmaceuticals
has a new distribution deall
with  Walgreens, sending
shares of the beleaguered
Canadian drug company
up sharply in morning frad-
ing. The company said
Tuesday that the agree-
ment will help fo lower
the prices of its branded
prescription-based derma-
tological and ophthalmo-
logical products by 10 per-
cent. The reduced pricing
will apply to the wholesale
list prices of the products
and be phased in over the
next six fo nine months. The
deal also covers over-the-
counter products made
by Valeant Pharmaceuti-
cals International Inc. The
deal will allow consumers
fo get Valeant's dermatol-
ogy and ophthalmology
products — including Luzu
and Zylet — at a lower out-
of-pocket cost from more
than 8,000 Walgreens U.S.
retail pharmacy locations
and participating indepen-
dent retailers. Walgreens is
the nation’s largest drug-
store chain. The 20-year
deal takes effect early next
year. Patient advocates,
doctors and Congressional
leaders have attacked Va-
leant and other drug com-
panies like Turing Pharma-
ceuticals for aggressively
increasing prices on some
prescription drugs. Crifics
say the companies have
exploited a system lack-
ing in competition to hike
prices for critically needed
medicines. Valeant, in par-
ficular, has taken criticism
for its practice of buying
smaller drug developers,
hiking drug prices and

then slashing spending on
research info new drugs.
The Laval, Quebec, com-
pany drew the attention
of Congress following ifs
purchase of the life-sav-
ing heart drugs Nitropress
and Isuprel. The company
jacked up prices on both
drugs shortly after buying
them from Marathon Phar-
maceuticals in February,
tfripling one and raising the
other sixfold. Those drugs
were not mentioned in
Tuesday’s announcement
regarding price reductions,
but the companies said
they hope to expand their
agreement “over time” to
include other therapeutic
areas. In October, Valeant
cut ties with the mail-order
pharmacy Philidor, saying
that it had lost confidence
in the company’s opera-
fions. That followed accu-
sations from the short seller
researcher firm Citron that
Valeant used Philidor to
create a network of “phan-
fom pharmacies” to steer
pharmacy benefit manag-
ers toward Valeant's more
expensive drugs, instead of
lower-priced alternatives.
Valeant had previously
disclosed that it had pur-
chased an option to buy
Philidor, which it used to
help deliver drugs more
quickly to patients through
the mail.

Federal prosecutors have
subpoenaed documents
tied to Valeant's drug pric-
ing and other practices
ahead of a presidential
election in which the soar-
ing price of prescription
medicines has become a
top political issue and the
chief health concern of
many Americans.]
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Yahoo facing more pressure from frustrated shareholders

Yahoo President and CEO Marissa Mayer speaks in Las Vegas. Yahoo is facing shareholder pres-
sure to pursue other alternatives besides a complex spinoff of its Internet operations while Mayer
struggles to revive the company’s revenue growth.

MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Technology Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Ya-
hoo is facing shareholder
pressure fo pursue other
alternatives besides a com-
plex spinoff of its Internet
operations while CEO Maris-
sa Mayer struggles fo revive
the company’s revenue
growth.

The demands from Sprin-
gOwl Asset Management
and Canyon Capital Advi-
sors reflect shareholders’
frustration with Mayer's in-
ability to snap the compa-
ny out of a financial funk af-
ter three-and-half years on
the job.

Mayer hoped to placate in-
vestors with last week's an-
nouncement of a revised
spinoff, but the company’s
stock has slid 6 percent
since then. The shares fell 32
cents to close Monday at
$32.59.

SpringOwl, a New York
hedge fund, has sent a
99-page presentation to
Yahoo's board that calls
for the company fo lay off
9,000 of its 10,700 workers
and eliminate free food for
employees to help save $2

WAREHOUSE SALE
ROCOCO PLAZA OUTLET
Tanki Leendert road 4A
Open M-Fr: 8-5 NONSTOP
Sat 9-1 Ph. 741-5640

Hardwooden Door - and
Window Frames from Brazil
Aluminium Sliding doors and
windows very low prices.
Info call 741-5640

billion annually.

Canyon Capital, a Los
Angeles investment firm,
wants Yahoo to sell its Inter-
net business instead of spin-
ning it off.

Yahoo has warned the spi-
noff could take more than
a year to complete, a time
frame that Canyon Capital
called “simply unaccepft-
able” after Yahoo spent

(AP Photo/Julie Jacobson)

most of this year preparing
to break off its $31 billion
stake in China’s Alibaba
Group in an attempt to
avoid paying taxes on the
gains from its initial invest-
ment of $1 billion.

Yahoo scrapped the Al-
ibaba spinoff after another
shareholder, Starboard Val-
ue, threatened an attempt
to overthrow the board if

.

—

GHALITY AFARTHIETE
——

All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri:
8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free)
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba
Email: quality@setarnet.aw

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

i

Centuy,

Aruba Real Estate

Independently Owned and Operated

Diamante 86

This beautiful corner unit

townhouse comes with

a fully fitted luxury kitchen,

% private backyard, 2 bedrooms,

2.5 bathrooms. The luxury

gated goldcoast community

features a future clubhouse,

2 tennis courts, 3 swimming

pools and is located across

the golfcourse.

Just a 2 minutes drive from
Arashi beach.

US $ 369.000,-

Palm Beach 4-G
Tel.: 586 4242
www.arubahouses.com

the company stuck to that
plan. Starboard and other
investors were worried the
Alibaba stake would be
taxed at a cost of more
than $10 bilion after the
Infernal Revenue Service
declined to guarantee it
would qualify for an ex-
emption.

Yahoo Inc. didn't immedi-
ately respond to requests
for comment about the cri-
tiques from SpringOwl and
Canyon Capital.

Now that two more share-
holders expressing their dis-
may with Yahoo's direction,
Mayer's fate could be tied
to a cost-cutting reorgani-
zation that she has been
working on for the past two
months. Mayer, who is on
a brief matermnity leave af-

ter giving birth to twins last
week, says the overhaul
will jettison Yahoo's least
profifable products — a
shake-up that could lay off
a large number of workers.
The details of the reorgani-
zation are supposed to be
announced next month
when the Sunnyvale, Cali-
fornia, company releases
its fourth-quarter earnings.

In its Dec. 11 letter to Ya-
hoo's board, Canyon Capi-
talindicated that Mayer al-
ready has been given too
much time fo furn things
around.

“We do not understand the
board’s continued support
of the company’s senior
management team, given
its frack record,” Canyon
Capital wrote.

. ¥

Palm Beach

3 bedrooms/2 baths,covered garage
Fully furnished,airco,garden,
includes a 1 bedroom apartment.

Price USD $ 300.000.=
Call:-58622%% or 7336012

How to reach us!

S §F
=0

Direction: Weststraat #22 | Phone: 582-7800
email for advertisement: aviso@bondia.com
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Classifieds

ARUBA TIME TRAVEL

TIME SHARE RESALE

Selling, Listing, Renting for over 30 Years
NO UPFRONT FEE FREE APRAISAL,
For more info call the experts!

(297)630-1307

info@arubatimetravel.com-www.arubatimetravel.com

o 48l

|

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
* 3 BEDRM ov $29K
* Plat. Plus NY 52 ov $54K

PLATINUM Season
Oceanview $16K
Oceanside $17500
Oceanfront $27,500

3 BEDRM OV $29K

Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV
$46k

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $54K

GOLD Season
Oceanside $9900
Oceanview $9K
Oceanfront $14.500
3 BEDRM OV $17K

T

Marriott Aruba Ocean
club

GOLD Season

2B Ocean view $9K

2B Oceanfront $14500
1B Oceanfront $8500

PLATINUM Season

2B oceanview $18500

2B Oceanfront $29K

1B Oceanview $11500
**Destination points
available between $7.5 and
$9. per point.

We are the #1

Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!

We also RENT Aruba
weeks for owners.
Contact us to BUY, SELL
or RENT any timeshare

888-888-2204 Ext 111
321-206-6293 Ext 111
321-230-1164 Fax

FaxWebsite:
www.conciergerealty.com

FOR SALE

Investment Opportunity

Motel/ Hotel in Moko on 4505 m2
Property Land, 11units fully
furnished, offices, storage room,
high fenced, parking lot. Presently
in operations. Includes hotel
permitsand Corporation N.V.

For information:
primehomesrealty1@setarnet.aw
7331201 / 5834624

204215

FOR SALE

Pin - Pong Table

with net and paddles
Reasonable offer

Call 586-2255 / 733-6012

204216

FOR SALE

Condo in Gold Coast
Everything’s included in this
2 Br 2 1/2 bath unit check it
out now at
www.arubarental.info

or call 562-0735 free pick up

204217

FOR SALE

Investment Opportunity

Motel Hotel in Moko on 9624 m2
Property Land, 10 fully furnished
hotel, units each with private
enclosed garage.

Laundry facility, storage area,
offices, club, bar/restaurant. power
room.

Property in great condition. Lots of
land for expansion.

Price includes all Hotel permits and
Corporation (N.V.).

For information:
primehomesrealty1@setarnet.aw
7331201 /5834624

INVENTORY SALE

ANTIQUESHOPS
ROCOCO PLAZA

15 % DISCOUNT

Tanki Leendert road 4A
Open M-Fr: 9-5 HONSTOP
Sat 9-1 Ph. 741-5640
WHOLESALE BUBELE PLASTH:

Wabipais Antiquesaruba, com
Rococo Plaza Outlel Aruba

Time -Share for sale
Renaissance Ocean Suites
Ocean Views

wk 48 room 2517-$3,750

one bedroom cooking facilities
Newly renovated rooms and
pool area. Daily maid service.
Two private island beaches.
Contact Brian Cell:593-0200

vr.realty@mac.com
204205

FOR SALE

La Cabana BRC

1 bedroom wk 49,50 in the
4th floor overlook

the pool/ocean

Sunday check in.

Price: US$4,500 each
More info

Call 297 630 1307

info@arubatimeshare.com
www.arubatimetravel.com

204212

Time Share Resale

Divi Links Golf

Studio week 48,49,50

Ground Floor

walk right to the pool with 30
weeks remain on the contract ,
Price :$6500 each

More Info Call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com

204212

Time Share Resale
Renaissance Suites

1 bedroom week 51 Room#2542
Harbor Ocean View Price:$9000
1 Bedroom Week 51 Room
#2353

Private Island Ocean View
Price:$9000

More Info Call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com

204212

TIMESHARE FOR SALE
RENAISSANCE
Week room

wk 38 room 529
wk 40 room 336
wk 40 room 105
wk 42 room 338
wk 43 room 329
wk 49 room 144  $5,500
wk 50 room 546 $6,000

wk 49 room 2571 $3,750

wk 48 room 517 $3,750
wk 48 or 49 room 119 $4,750
wk 48 or 49 room 551 $5,500
wk 49 or 50 room 203 $5,500
wk 21 or 22 room 347 $4,000
wk 51 room 347 $12,500
Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200
vr.realty@mac.com

price

$4,750
$3,750
$5,000
$4,000
$3,250

203667

Time Share For Sale by Owner
Divi Golf

week 51, x-mas wk, unit 4206, 2
rm

suite, lock off master. sleep 4, 2
baths, elegant furnishing, granite
kitchen, washer dryer, steps to
affinity pool 2016-7 special
assessment, priced below
market, $5900 26 wks left on
contract, equity value $13,500
local 565-9394 after 12/11 or

rmwjmw@aol.com 508 651 0016 |*

204201

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club

1 bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$7000
1Bedroom Gold O.F. Price :$8500
2Bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$9500
2 Bedroom Gold O.F. Price:$14500
1 Bedroom Platinum O.V.
Price:$12000

2 Bedroom Platinum O.V.
Price:$18000

2 Bedroom Platinum O.F.

Price: $30000

more info call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com

Marriott Aruba Surf Club

2 Bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$9000
2 Bedroom Gold O.S. Price :$9500
2 Bedroom Gold O.F. Price :$14500
3 Bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$17000
2 Bedroom Platinum O.V. Price:
$18000

2 Bedroom Platinum O.S.

Price: $19000

2 Bedroom Platinum O.F.

Price: $30000

week 51 O.V. Price: $42000

week 51 O.S. Price : $46000

week 52 O.V. Price: $50.000

more info call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetavel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com

204212

ST 8P

Violence Against Women

www.arubatimetravel.com

204212

For Rent
Aruba Breeze Condominium
Special price 2 bedroom
$128 - $143 per night
pls call 732-2788
info@arubabreeze.com

204197

Time -Share for sale / rent

La Cabana wk 49

ground floor one bdr unit 105C

Friday starts step to pool, ocean

view $2975 and wk 50

La Quinta

1 br unit 2304 for rent 2015 $725

or buy $$2075

Local 565-9394 or

508-651-0016

e-mail: usmc53w@aol.com
204159

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

r. Horenbeeck

ﬂ 2|. 586-3434

EMERGENCIA

-<

POLICE 100
ORANJESTAD 527-3140
NOORD 527-3200
STA. CRUZ 527-2900
SAN NICOLAS 584-5000
POLICE TIPLINE 11141
FIRE DEPT. 115

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108
HOSPITAL 527-4000
DENTAL CLINIC  587-9850
AMBULANCE 582-1234

CENTRO MEDICO 523-8833

PHARMACY

Oranjestad: Kibrahacha Tel: 582-2007
San Nicolas; Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794

INFORMATION 118
TAXI-TAS 587-5900
PROF. TAXI 588-0035
TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300
SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232
CRUISESHIP
X December 15
e Sea Cloud Il
- - MV Voyager
Tere Moana
Aruba Aiport 524-2424
American Airline  582-2700
Avianca 588-0059
Aruba Airlines 583-8300
Jet Blue 588-2244
Surinam 582-7896
Tiara Air 588-4272
Venezolana 583-7674

Aruba Foundation
For those Visually Incapasitated

Tel: 582-5051
FUNDACION
Anti-Droga

Aruba

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999

FUNDACION
Respetami
Tel: 582-4433

Centro Diabetic Arubano
Tel: 524-8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel: 583-8989

QUOTA Club

Tel: 525-2672

Women in Difficulties
Foundation
Tel: 583-5400

Bloodbank Aruba
Tel: 587-0002
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UK astronaut Tim Peake puts space back on agenda in Britain

=

British astronaut Tim Peake, left, Russian cosmonaut Yuri Malenchenko, center, and U.S. astronaut
Tim Kopra, members of the main crew of the expedition to the International Space Station (ISS),
walk to report to members of the State Committee prior to the launch of Soyuz TMA-19M space
ship at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015.

JILL LAWLESS

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Britain
has decided fo boldly go
where others have gone
before.

More than half a century
after Yuri Gagarin became
the first human in orbit, the
U.K. is experiencing a surge
of space mania thanks fo
its first official astronaut —
a soft-spoken pilot named
Tim who will spend some
of his six-month stint on the
International Space Sta-
tion attempting to brew a
decent cup of tea in zero
gravity.

Millions around the country
paused in front of TVs and
computer screens Tuesday
fo watch a Russian Soyuz
spacecraft carrying Mai.
Tim Peake and two other
astronauts — Timothy Kopra
of the United States and Yuri
Malenchenko of Russia —
blast off from Kazakhstan’s
Baikonur Cosmodrome. The
Soyuz spacecraft moored
smoothly af 8:33 p.m. Mos-
cow time (1733 GMT) at the
International Space Station

Tuesday about 6 V2 hours af-
ter lifting off from Baikonur
launch pad in Kazakhstan.

Peake, a 43-year-old for-
mer army helicopter pilot, is
not the first Briton in space.

(AP Photo/Dmitry Lovetsky, Pool)

Helen Sharman visited Rus-
sia's Mir space station in
1991 on a privately backed
mission and several British-
born American citizens flew
with NASA's space shuttle

program.
But Peake is Britain’s first
publicly funded Brifish as-
fronaut and the first Briton
fo visit the International
Space Station. The space-
craft docked successfully
at the space station rough-
ly six hours after liftoff.

For decades, cost-con-
scious British governments
declined to investin human
space flight, confining the
U.K.'s space confribution to
robotic missions.

“The UK. has taken an un-
derstandably hard eco-
nomic view of human
space flight over the years
and asked itself what it
might be worth,” said Kevin
Fong, an expert in space
medicine who will explore
how to survive in space in
this year's Royal Institution
Christmas science lectures.
“The answer to that ques-
fion is quite a lot, actually.”
He said Peake's voyage
“has  already  inspired
schoolchildren, and will go
on to do so. But there's a
wider importance in show-

The Soyuz-FG rocket booster with Soyuz TMA-19M space ship carrying a new crew to the Inter-
national Space Station, ISS, blasts off at the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan,

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015.

(AP Photo/Dmitry Lovetsky)

ing that Britain is not done
exploring yet.”

The government has been
raising Britain’s space as-
pirations for several years.
In 2010 it set up the U.K.
Space Agency, which has
a relatively modest budget
of about 320 million pounds
($485 million) a year.

This week the Conservative
government  announced
Britain’s first National Space
Policy, which aims to cap-
ture 10 percent of the glob-
al space industry and cre-
afte 100,000 high-tech jobs
— though it's unclear how
these goals will be funded.
Peake’s voyage has
helped millions of Britons re-
discover an excited interest
in outer space.

One British reporter at a
pre-launch press confer-
ence fold Peake that “you
will be taking the pride and
excitement of everybody
back home, so much so
that you probably won't
need any fuel to get info
orbit.”

As Peake psyched himself
for liffoff Tuesday by listen-
ing fo tracks by Queen,
U2 and Coldplay, the BBC
offered  wall-to-wall TV
coverage, complete with
good-luck messages from
Sting, Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron and "“Doctor
Who" star Peter Capaldi.
At London’s Science Mu-
seum, hundreds of students
cheered wildly as the rock-
et liffed off.

And in a distinctly British
contribution to science, he
will fry out a new tea-mak-
ing process that lets him re-
move the teabag from the
drink pouches used in zero
gravity.

“That way,” Peake told stu-
dents during a question-
and-answer  session  last
month, “I can spend as
long as | like drinking my tea
and it won't get stewed,
and hopefully it won't get
cold either.”d
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Lunch & Dinner

Located in the lower
lobby of the hotel.
Please use side entrance
in parking lot.

J.E. Irausquin Boulevard. 77, [ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388.

‘Force Awakens’ carpet includes Stormtroopers, droids, stars

DERRIK J. LANG

AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
next generation of “Star
Wars” films kicked off with
an elaborate debut for

score played in a massive
opaque tent that built on
years of secrecy surround-
ing the film, which some
expect to break box office
records when it is released

of "The Force Awakens”
for the past three years, di-
rector J.J. Abrams seemed
overwhelmed by the mag-
nitude of the premiere.

“It's very surreal. I've nev-

Fans cheer in the stands at world premiere of “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” at the TCL Chinese
Theatre on Monday, Dec. 14, 2015, in Los Angeles.

“The Force Awakens” this
week that served as a
proverbial passing of the
lightsaber to new groups of
fighters dueling in a cine-
matic galaxy far, far away.
“The Force Awakens"” pre-

miere had familiar ele-
ments for a “Star Wars”
event: Stormtroopers

marched and droids rolled
down the red carpet. Lat-
er, Carrie Fisher joked for
cameras and Harrison Ford
and Lupita Nyong'o re-
flected on the next phase
of the franchise.

The world’s first screening
of the seventh “Star Wars”
fim attracted a constel-
lation of stars, including
Spike Lee, Jon Favreau,
Janelle Monae, Elizabeth
Banks and Sofia Vergara.
While many opted for chic
red carpet aftire, Joseph
Gordon-Levitt showed up

dressed as Jedi master
Yoda.
John  Wiliams'  soaring

(Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)

on Friday.

At one point, Fisher turned
the microphone on her co-
star, Oscar Isaac, and con-
ducted an interview that
included her dropping an
expletive.

Ford reflected on the im-
pact of the film and the
role that catapulted him o
superstardom.

“Well, in the '70s nobody
knew what to anticipate,”
Ford said in an interview
with  Starwars.com. “No-
body had ever seen any-
thing like it.

Now we have to live up
to what the first fiilms deliv-
ered.”

Before the film's human
stars arrived, the droid BB-8
rolled by the cameras. The
soccerball-esque droid has
been a popular fixture in
trailers for the seventh “Star
Wars” film, and it was soon
joined by series mainstays
C-3PO and R2-D2.

Despite being in charge

er seen this kind of thing,”
he fold Starwars.com. “It's
insane. | feel enormously
guilty for this community,
this neighborhood.”

The carpet melded clas-
sic “Star Wars” figures with
the new generation that
will carry the weight of
two more sequels, video
games, comic books, toys
and ofher merchandise.
Abrams and Lucas posed
together for photos, and
both men fook time to
chat  with fans before
heading info the premiere.
Original frilogy cast mem-
bers Mark Hamill and Billy
Dee Wiliams attended, as
did series newcomers Max
von Sydow, Gwendolyn
Christie, John Boyega and
Daisy Ridley.

Disney took over a half-
mile sectfion of Hollywood
Boulevard for the premiere,
where the film was screen-
ing af three theaters. Some
5,000 invited guests would

see the characters Luke
Skywalker,
and Han Solo reunite for

Leia Organa

the first time on the big
screen since 1983's “Return
of the Jedi."Q
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At last, lovemaking for Sheldon, Amy on ‘Big Bang Theory’

LYNN ELBER

AP Television Writer
BURBANK, Cadlif. (AP) — In
the same week, “Star Wars”
returns and scienfists-in-
love Sheldon and Amy fi-
nally consummate their re-
lationship on “The Big Bang
Theory.” Could even the
geekiest fan ask for more?
On Thursday's episode (8
p.m. EDT, CBS), Jim Parsons’
Sheldon and Mayim Bialik's
Amy have sex for the first
time, with each other or
anyone else, more than six
TV seasons after meeting
through an online dating
site.

But let the stars of the top-

rated comedy fell you
about it.
“Amy’'s been eager dall

along for a different kind of
connection, but it's actu-
ally initiated by Sheldon,”
Bialik said.

“Sheldon’s eager for her to
know she’s special to him,
and this is one of the items
on the list that he feels
could show that,” Parsons

said.
So romantic! And how ex-
plicit is the scene?

Bialk: “More than we

nally happened.”
Parsons (dismissively):
no!”

Bialik: “There’s a before and

“Oh,

This photo shows, Jim Parsons, right, as Sheldon and Mayim Bi-
alik, left, as Amy, in a scene from the television series, “The Big
Bang Theory.”

thought. We're in bed.”
Parsons: “Well, of course
we are. We aren't going
into the back of a car.”
Bialik: “I thought we would
just talk about it when it fi-

(Monty Brinton/CBS via AP)

there's an after. There's no
during.”

"Star Wars: The Force Awak-
ens,” out Friday in the real
world, is used as a comic
device throughout the epi-

sode and even threatens
to derail the couple's cou-
pling.

After deciding to give
Amy the gift of sex on her
birthday, Sheldon realizes
there's a conflict with his
opening-day movie ticket.
He gefs sage advice from
the late Professor Proton, his
childhood hero resurrected
in ghostly form as a figment
of Sheldon’s subconscious.
The great Bob Newhart
returns as the professor,
grandly decked out in Obi-
Wan Kenobi robes.

“It's hard for him (Sheldon)
to understand that Amy
won't accept the fact that
this is the premiere of ‘Star
Wars,’ so | have to present
that side,” Newhart said.
His delivery is as droll and
his timing as impeccable
as ever, Newhart milks the
scene for all it's worth.
“Can | get out of this muu-
muu now?"” Proton asks af-
ter counseling Sheldon.
“Those are the robes of
the Jedi, the guardians of

peace and justice in the
galaxy,” Sheldon replies.
“"And they don't wear un-

derwear,” the professor
complains.
Parsons and Bialik also

make the most of the
smartly — and sweetly —
written episode, stumbling
toward intimacy with ten-
der regard for each other.
Series executive produc-
er and co-creator Chuck
Lorre, a master of network
TV comedy whose credits
include “Two and a Half
Men,” “"Mike & Molly” and
“Mom,” had a look of ea-
ger anticipation when he
arrived for the episode’s
taping last month at a War-
ner Bros. soundstage.

“It's exciting to see how
far these characters have
grown,” Lorre said affer-
ward. “We would never
have anticipated that they
would have progressed
to the point where they're
having real, in-depth
relationships.” ]
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gars, Aruba's only hand rolled cigars!

t's a matter of prestige and quality...

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi,
a true native Aruban started the newest export | >
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled g
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi
always had a interest in the cigar business and
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and
Cuba, he started his own production and
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The
whole process took him 10 years to perfect.
Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important
for the moulding and process of making a
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their
handmade cigar box is specially designed with
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also
available at their Tobacco farm where their
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the
best of Aruba. The best local product.
Cigars in Tubes Arubian design.

s 9 .

With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad O‘k
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 /
593-6177 or send them an email at
aruhibacigars@gmail.com
www.aruhibacigars.com

Owner Benjamin Petrocchi
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Howard Stern announces 5-year deal with Sirius XM

DAVID BAUDER

AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Howard
Stern has signed a third five-
year deal to keep his radio
show at SiriusXM and will
be expanding info video,
allowing fans to see him do
the show and have access
tfo 30 years of his career
highlights. Once radio’s
ulfimate shock jock, Stern
at 61 has grown mellower

and his show's signature is
becoming its in-depth in-
terviews with celebrities like
Bill Murray, Gwyneth Pal-
frow, Neil Young, Bradley
Cooper, Madonna, Chris
Rock and others. Terms
were not disclosed, but
since it includes a 12-year
provision giving the com-
pany control of Stern’s li-
brary, it is likely well north of
the $500 million deal Stern

signed when he moved to
satellite radio in 2006. Sirius
is the house Stern built: a
money-losing venture with
600,000 subscribers when
he signed, it merged with
competitor XM in 2008 and
now has 29 million subscrib-
ers and annual revenue of
$4.5 billion, with more than
$1 billion in profits. Stern,
on his show Tuesday, de-
scribed the deal as a move

into the future. "You'll be
able to get everything you
want in audio and video —
and then some,” he said,
as the music to “Star Trek”
played in the background.
More specific plans for
Stern’s video will be an-
nounced later. Stern works
on his own channel Mon-
day through Thursday from
7 a.m.fo 11 a.m., although
some weeks he works three

days. He has two satellite
channels on Sirius. Stern in-
creased his public profile
as a judge on NBC's sum-
mertime show, “America’s
Got Talent,” but said in
June that he was stopping
that. Shares of SiriusXM
Holdings Inc. rose 12 cents,
or 3 percent, to $4.12 in
morning frading. They are
up almost 18 percent so far
this year.[

Sting regales Carnegie Hall crowd with old favorites

JOCELYN NOVECK

AP National Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — They
say it's practice, practice,
practice that gets you to
Carnegie Hall. But for Sting,
it was a chance encoun-
ter with Britain’s Queen
Mother when he was 10
years old that gave him
the ambition and drive he
needed to reach that hal-
lowed stage.

The rocker told the story
of that fateful encounter
Monday night during an
ebullient show — at once
intimate and grand — that
marked his first solo head-
line gig at the venerable
New York venue, despite
his  having performed
many times there. He was
accompanied by the
powerful Orchestra of St.
Luke’s, with many of his old
classics arranged by con-
ductor Rob Mathes.

The é4-year-old singer ar-
rived to a standing ova-
fion, and immediately be-
gan with “Englishnman in
New York,” aptly enough,
with the crowd singing
along to the lyric, “Be your-
self no matter what they
say.”

“I sincerely hope that THIS
Englishman in New York
has earned a place here,”
he said, to cheers.

He performed many of his
hits from his Police years
and then from his solo ca-
reer, and included a cou-
ple songs from his recent
Broadway show, “The Last
Ship.” He also paid tribute
to Frank Sinafra in his cen-
tennial year, performing
“In the Wee Small Hours of
the Morning” along with
frumpeter Chris Botti. He
recounted how Sinatra
had addressed an auto-
graph fo him — the only
autograph he possesses —
as “the new blue eyes.”
“Except my eyes are
green,” Sting quipped.
The rocker prefaced the
soulful title song from “The
Last Ship” — his debut as
a Broadway composer,
which closed in January
after a brief run — with
the anecdote about the
Queen Mother, who came
fo his hometown more
than a half-century ago to
christen a ship, and rode
down his very own street
“in a giant Rolls Royce” as
he waved a Union Jack,

S
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In this image released by Carnegie Hall, Sting performs at a gala benefit at Carnegie Hall in
New York on Monday, Dec. 14, 2015, accompanied by the powerful Orchestra of St. Luke’s, with

many of his old classics arranged by conductor Rob Mathes, left.
(Chris Lee/Carnegie Hall via AP)

dressed in his Sunday best.
“She caught my eye,” he
said, and kept looking. "I
was infected with the idea
that | didn't belong on
that streeft, in that house,”
he said. "l wanted to be in
that car ... I wanted to end
up in Carnegie Hall. And
here we are.”

Sting dedicated "“Every Lit-
tle Thing She Doesls Magic”
to his longtime, outgoing
manager, Kathy Schen-
ker, who was spending her
last performance as his
manager. He dedicated
“Fields of Gold" to his wife,
Trudie Styler, speaking of
their country home in Eng-

land, where he said would
hope to end his days un-
der a copper beach tree.
He made a brief reference
fo the gun conftrol debate
when he introduced ‘I
Hung My Head,” a song
about an  accidental
shooting and its disastrous
consequences.]

Artist Josh Ritter stepping out of the confessional

DAVID BAUDER

AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Personal
lyrics are a staple for many
singer-songwriters, who
plumb the intimate details
of their lives and spill them
out onstage.

Josh Ritter avoided them
until the 2013 album, “The
Beast in Its Tracks,” largely
based on his experience
bouncing back from a di-

vorce. The gorgeous “Joy
to You Baby,” for example,
nails that moment when
bitterness lifts and you're
able to legitimately wish an
ex well.

Now that he's done if,
the 39-year-old Brooklyn-
based singer is closing the
confessional.

“I believe it's something to
be used sparingly, when
you really can't avoid

it,” said Ritter, father of a
3-year-old girl with his nov-
elist partner Haley Tanner.
“After a while, it's just bor-
ing. It's boring to look at
yourself. Who wants to look
at themselves in the mir-
ror for very long, and who
wants to listen to it2”

Music is entertainment, af-
ter all, and Ritter fears los-
ing an audience with self-
absorpftion.

“| dread being the last one
to leave a party,” he said.
Ritter is touring this winter to
support a new disc, “Ser-
mon on the Rocks,” which is
filled with the literate word-
play that fans of the Mos-
cow, ldaho, native (and
published novelist) have
become accustomed to.
Several Biblical references
in the lyrics make the disc’s
fitle inspiration obvious.

His focus is outward instead
of inward. Words come
in a torrent for the catchy
“Getting Ready to Get
Down,” about a girl hus-
tled off to a Bible college
when it's clear she's hav-
ing impure thoughts. He
sings about a small-town
murderer, a man intrigued
by an old lover's return o
tfown and the joy of living in
the country..
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The Affair,” ‘Mad Men’ and ‘Frontline’ Among Year'’s 10 Best

‘FRAZIER MOORE

AP Television Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Sure,
10 is an arbitrary number.
If we were to add an 11th
show, it might very well be
HBO's sublimely shrewd
comedy “Silicon Valley,”
or ABC's unbridled melo-
drama “Scandal,” or Fox's
noir thriler "Gotham.” It

Perhaps the best but least-
celebrated drama on the
air, it marked a third sea-
son of crafty storytelling as
it contfinued to explore the
complex, death-defying
lives of two Soviet KGB of-
ficers posing as an Ameri-
can married couple during
the Cold War. The tangled
storylines remained intrigu-

— "Fargo” (FX). A second
season of doing the im-
possible — reimagining
the 1996 film classic — this
cycle has, if anything, im-
proved on Season 1 with
its completely new ftale
and slate of characters.
Once again, it's a bizarre
melange of heartland pro-
priety, steely violence and

especially in plofting its
farewell to glam gumshoe
Kalinda (Archie Panjabi).
But so far in Season 7, it’s
back in the swing. Add-
ing Jeffrey Dean Morgan
as its new investigator was
a masterstroke. And the
newly rejiggered storylines
are as smart, snarled and
zesty as ever. And funny!

This image released by AMC shows, from left, John Slattery as Roger Sterling, Jon Hamm as Don Draper, Vincent Kartheiser as Pete
Campbell, Christina Hendricks as Joan Harris and Kevin Rahm as Ted Chaough, in a scene from the final season of “Mad Men.”
The show has been named one of the 10 Best TV shows by The Associated Press.

might even be "CBS This
Morning,” which continues
to offer early risers a smart
diet of news as opposed to
the empty calories of its ri-
vals on ABC and NBC.

But 10 it is, so here, in al-
phabetical order, are this
year's Big 10:

— “The Affair” (Showtime).
A New York novelist has an
affair and creates havoc
for two families — his own
and his lover's. The second
season of this heated dra-
ma has been even better
than the first, as the rewards
of his infidelity disintegrate
and the consequences
mount. Meanwhile, qui-
etly among its splendid
cast, Maura Tierney as the
wronged wife continues to
prove herself as one of the
finest actresses around.

— "The Americans” (FX).

ing; with co-stars Keri Rus-
sell and Mafthew Rhys so
good in their multiple guis-
es as undercover spies that
they even escaped notice,
yet again, from the Emmy
and Golden Globes judg-
es. For shamel!

— “Befter Call Saul” (AMC).
The pain of losing “Break-
ing Bad” was salved for its
fans by the refturn of Bob
Odenkirk (who arrived at
“BB" in its second season
as welcome comic relief,
then grew Saul into a full-
fledged scene stealer) in
this aptly quirky prequel. It
was everything a "BB"” dev-
otee could have hoped
for, and never less than
frue to the series that be-
gat if, and yet, for anyone
wafching, was a constant
surprise.

pitch-black humor. And
once again, the cast (in-
cluding Kirsten Dunst, Pat-
rick Wilson, Jean Smart,
Ted Danson and Jeffrey
Donovan) is delicious.

— "Frontline” (PBS). Airing
for more than 30 years,
winner of more than two
dozen Peabody Awards,
it kept on keeping on this
season with reports on the
NRA, Vladimir Putin, forture
by the CIA, Ebola, ISIS and
the challenges faced by
fransgender  youngsters.
Somehow immune fo the
pressures and failings that
compromise so much of TV
public affairs, it continued
its long reign enlightening
the public.

— “The Good Wife" (CBS).
This legal drama had a few
false moments last spring,

(Justina Mintz/AMC via AP)

Alan Cumming'’s fitful cam-
paign strategist  scores
laughs in his every scene
and, thanks to the fullness
of all the characters, no
one is immune from daffy
moments. As it has been alll
along, “The Good Wife" re-
mains a sophisticated dra-
ma full of human comedy.

— “Last Week Tonight with
John Oliver” (HBO). Reli-
gion, chicken, net neu-
frality, votfing rights for
Guam, the injustice of bail
— they're all the same to
Oliver. In each weekly ser-
monette he sheds light on
absurdities and scandals
no one else is likely to be
exposing, or, if they are, not
with his thoroughness and/
or wicked sense of humor.
“Last Week," every week, is
an indispensable half-hour.

— “Mad Men” (AMC). For
anyone who was there,
the '60s felt all-inclusive yet
passed in a flash. Same for
“Mad Men,” whose saga
began at the dawn of the
‘60s and closed out that
decade when its final sea-
son aired last spring. Sur-
prisingly, nearly everyone
involved lived happily ever
after, including the wily but
often self-destructive ad
man Don Draper (played
by series star Jon Hamm).
Most viewers were happy,
too, with its slyly appropri-
ate conclusion, but also
sad fo bid farewell to a TV
masterpiece.

— “Narcos” (Nefflix). This
serialized, frue-to-life thriller
follows the exploits of Co-
lumbian drug kingpin Pab-
lo Escobar and the Medel-
lin Cartel, as well as the
U.S. drug agents Escobar
repeatedly outwits. Shot in
Colombia and starring Bra-
zilian actor Wagner Moura,
itis ariveting portrait of evil,
power and supreme crafti-
ness. Happily for viewers,
there's more evil fo come
from Escobar, with “Nar-
cos” renewed for a sec-
ond season. Unfil then, a
warning: One taste of this
first season could lead to a
10-episode binge.

— "“Sense8” (Neftflix). A flu-
id narrative takes viewers
fo eight cities where eight
characters are somehow
linked by an ability to share
thoughts, feelings and vi-
sions they can't explain
to themselves or anyone
else. Viewers are invited to
embark on this enchant-
ing sci-fi thrill ride from the
Wachowskis (“The Matrix”).
Daryl Hannah and Naveen
Andrews (“Lost”) join a
sprawling cast of mostly
new faces in settings that
range from Chicago to
Seoul, from Mexico City to
Mumbai. The visuals are
dazzling, the soundtrack
score is haunting, and the
interlocking storylines may
tfax your understanding
— that is, until you submit.
After that, if you hear thun-
der on a bright, sunny day
(as does one of the char-
acters), no worries. Some-
where, it's storming and
you might be there soon.(d



